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 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

PRE-CONFERENCE SESSIONS
1:00 TO 4:00PM

EXHIBITOR RECEPTION 
4:00 TO 6:00PM 

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
BOARD MEMBER/MENTOR COLLABORATION

7:15 TO 8:00AM

OPENING KEYNOTE SPEAKER
8:15 TO 9:30AM  

 
A - BREAKOUT SESSIONS

9:45 TO 10:45AM

B - BREAKOUT SESSIONS
11:15AM TO 12:15PM 

THURSDAY LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER
12:30 TO 2:00PM  

 
C - BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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D - BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
 

NASB DELEGATE ASSEMBLY
8:00 TO 9:30AM

NASA MEMBERSHIP MEETING
8:00 TO 9:30AM

CLASSROOM SHOWCASE
8:00 TO 11:45AM 

E - BREAKOUT SESSIONS
9:15 TO 10:15AM

F - BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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FRIDAY LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER

11:45AM TO 1:15PM
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Colby Coash - Associate Executive Director

Marcia Herring - Director of Board Leadership
John Spatz - Executive Director

 
NASA MEMBERS

Mike Apple - Ogallala; Joel Bohlken - Palmer; Nicole Hardwick - Boone Central; 
Brent Hollinger - Cross County; Chip Kay - Shelby-Rising City; 

Dan Keyser - Sutherland; Ginger Meyer - Scribner-Snyder; John Poppert - St. Paul; 
Jeff Smith - Oakland-Craig

NCSA STAFF
Megan Hillabrand - Event Coordinator

Dan Ernst - Associate Executive Director
Mike Dulaney - Executive Director
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SCHOOL CULTURE:  WORKING ON POSITIVE CHANGE
This presentation will cover a broad spectrum of School Culture. Participants will learn what some Nebraska schools 
are doing to ensure their schools are creating a culture where students can feel safe, supported, and able to excel. We 
will engage in a discussion of common misconceptions about mental illness in American society. A doctor from the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center will share the latest neuroscience information and data related to the subject. 
Hear a student share a detailed account of a monumental mental illness challenge and how it impacted his life and 
learning.  Success stories will be shared here!
PRESENTERS:  

Steven Wengel - University of Nebraska Medical Center
Travis Miller - Bayard Public Schools
Kraig Lofquist - ESUCC
Conner Oberhauser - Twin River Public Schools student

A DISCUSSION ABOUT THE REALITY OF DRUGS AND SCHOOLS 
“Just say no” is no longer the rally cry of Americans. Drugs are affecting both rural and urban communities and it Is 
essential that schools are part of the conversation. This discussion about the impact of drugs on communities and 
schools will address why some districts have chosen to implement drug testing, student discipline for drug use, the role 
of School Resource Officer in relation to drugs.  Strategies to combat drugs in schools and policies the board needs to 
implement or update regarding drugs will also be shared.
PRESENTERS:  

KSB School Law
Stephen Grizzle - Fairbury Public Schools
Jeff Jensen - Central City Public Schools
Jeremiah Johnson - North Platte Public Schools

ROOM 215
ROOM 214

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
PRE-CONFERENCE SESSIONS  |  1:00 TO 4:00PM
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LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY

MANAGEMENT/ADMINISTRATION

NEW BOARD MEMBER

SCHOOL CULTURE

SCHOOL SAFETY

STUDENTS

TECHNOLOGY

WELLNESS

BOARDSMANSHIP

CAREER & COLLEGE READINESS

COMMUNICATION

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

CURRICULUM

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

FINANCE

LEGAL & POLICY

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
GENERAL INFORMATION & AGENDA

EXHIBITOR RECEPTION  |  4:00 TO 6:00PM  |  PRE-FUNCTION AREA

HOSPITALITY EVENT  |  7:00PM TO MIDNIGHT  |  BLATT BEER & TABLE (610 N. 12TH ST) 
HOSTED BY: D.A. DAVIDSON

NASB LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING  |  11:00AM TO 1:00PM  |  ROOM 204

PRE-CONFERENCE SESSIONS  |  1:00 TO 4:00 PM  |  ROOMS 214 & 215

NASBO MEMBERSHIP MEETING  |  9:00AM TO 1:00PM  |  ROOM 212

NASA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  |  12:00 TO 2:00PM  |  ROOM 211

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN OMAHA 
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN FROM 10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM  |  ROOM 213
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
OPENING KEYNOTE SPEAKER  |  8:15 TO 9:30AM

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FROM 7:00 AM TO 4:00 PM  |  ROOM 213

BOARD MEMBER/MENTOR COLLABORATION  |  7:15 TO 8:00AM  |  ROOM 210

			   BECAUSE OF YOU
			   DR. ADOLPH BROWN

As a former at-risk student who had one foot in gifted education and the other 
in alternative education, Dr. Adolph Brown knows that the “Whole Student” 
deserves a “Whole Education.”  Born in the heart of the inner city, while 
spending summers in rural Virginia with his grandfather, Adolph was reared 
to be very hard-working and reflective. Having had a single parent mother in 
the housing projects, having been a Head Start student, having been the first 
of his family of five to graduate high school, and having had his oldest sibling 
and only brother murdered when he was only 11, Adolph’s life and work have 
been a voyage of discovery beyond anything he could imagine. Adolph is 
a recovering middle school special education teacher, university professor, 
graduate college dean, and corporate project manager. He is an educational 
and clinical psychologist, master teacher, humorist, author, and philanthropist. 
SPONSOR: ALICAP
PRESIDING: 	Steve Blocher - NASB President (West Point Public Schools)
		  Mark Adler - NASA President (Ralston Public Schools)

PRESENTATION OF COLORS: PLATTSMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL AIR FORCE JROTC

MUSICAL OPENING: LIMITED EDITION - BEATRICE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN OMAHA 
SSID: STATECONFERENCE19     PASSWORD: OMAHA2019     HASHTAG: #LIVENASB

GRAND BALLROOM
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
A - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  9:45 TO 10:45AM

A1  A CONVERSATION WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Attend this session to hear views from the Education Committee Chairman.  School finance, property taxes, 
curriculum, and school safety will be among the topics discussed.  Time has been allotted for questions as well.  
PRESENTER:  Senator Mike Groene - Chairman of the Education Committee 
MODERATOR:  Steve Blocher - West Point Public Schools

A2  THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX: COMPREHENSIVE PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES FOR 
STUDENTS AND STAFF WITHOUT BREAKING THE BANK
Currently, schools find themselves in a quandary when it comes to addressing mental health concerns for staff 
and students.  Several K-12 schools in Lincoln County are “thinking outside the box” in an effort to provide 
comprehensive psychological services for students and staff in their districts. School districts are contracting with a 
Child and Adolescent Psychologist to provide clinical supervision and training to school counselors in an effort to 
build the schools’ capacity to address students’ mental health needs. Comprehensive services include psychological 
evaluations to assist the district with the identification of children with disabilities for ages five through 21 along with 
behavior consultation services. In addition, clinical psychological services will include substance abuse evaluations, 
risk/threat assessments, anger management, and safety planning.
PRESENTERS:  Luke McConnell & Jane Davis - Hershey Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Patti Gubbels - Norfolk Public Schools

A3  HOT TOPICS IN SCHOOL LAW (SESSION ALSO OFFERED E3)
They’re baaaaack! Learn about the most important, fun, and/or frustrating legal issues facing school boards and 
administrators. It will be a mix of cases, legal changes, and hot button issues facing all conference attendees. 
Bring your questions and sense of humor!
PRESENTERS:  Steve Williams & Bobby Truhe - KSB School Law
MODERATOR:  Peggy Meyer - Superior Public Schools

A4  INTEGRATING CTE IN YOUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY
In this session, Sutton Public Schools will take you through their journey of identifying the need for making 
intentional and purposeful 7-12 CTE programming decisions. They will address the development and 
implementation of their Career Pathways Program and how they have created an open, collaborative foundation 
with their community in their drive to offer as many college and career ready experiences to their students as 
possible through job shadowing, interning, and working closely with an CTE Community Advisory Committee. 
PRESENTERS:  Brandy Thompson, Zach Parrish & Dana Wiseman - Sutton Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Teri Stukenholz - Nebraska City Public Schools

A5  SCHOOL FACILITY CONSTRUCTION:  FINANCING, DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION UNDER 
NEBRASKA LAW
This session will discuss the various aspects of school facility construction under Nebraska law, including 
financing options available to school districts, advantages and requirements in engaging and hiring design 
professionals and construction experts.
PRESENTERS:  Derek Aldridge & Rex Schultze - Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Ken Carpenter - Minden Public Schools

203-204
208-209

201-202
212

215-216

A
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A6  NON-PROFIT LEARNING CENTER AND DAYCARE WITHIN A PUBLIC SCHOOL
In January of 2018, Randolph Schools implemented a year-round Early Childhood Learning Center/Daycare 
housed within their elementary building. Running into many “dead-ends” early in the process; it forced those 
involved to be creative in working out different solutions to meet a community need. Staffed and managed by 
a non-profit organization and licensed by HHS, the district is able to avoid the issues associated with running a 
Rule 11 program. It’s a great example of the school and community partnering together to provide both high-
quality daycare and Early Childhood education without relying on tax dollars or growing the school budget. 
PRESENTERS:  Sandy Owens, Jim Scott & Paul Schmit - Randolph Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Matt Pawloski - Pleasanton Public Schools

A7  SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS
This session will walk through a variety of issues that can arise in superintendent evaluations by board members.  
We will address various legal issues that board members and superintendents should consider in evaluating 
their superintendent. Dr. Dan Schnoes of ESU 3 will provide real-world suggestions and guidance on handling 
a superintendent’s evaluation, and practical suggestions for board members and superintendents alike. 
PRESENTERS:  Dan Schnoes - ESU 3; Justin Knight - Perry Law Firm 
MODERATOR:  Bridget Licking - Thedford Public Schools

A8  STILL THE GOOD LIFE!  LESSONS LEARNED THROUGH THE NORTH BEND FLOOD OF 2019
Like many other Nebraska communities, North Bend experienced a historic flood this year that damaged many 
homes and most businesses in town and left the high school as one of the few dry places left in the area.  This session 
shares the success stories and lessons learned from the March flood, with information on how the high school served 
the greater North Bend community during the preparation, evacuation, and eventual recovery mission associated 
with this natural disaster.  The teamwork displayed by city leaders, the school system, emergency personnel, and 
countless neighbors exemplifies why Nebraska remains ‘The Good Life’ even during its most perilous moments.
PRESENTERS:  Dan Endorf & Ken Streff - North Bend Central Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Marilyn Bohn - Ravenna Public Schools

A9  ACADEMIES FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL - PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS
Grand Island Public Schools is providing an update to their high school visioning which was shared at the 
2017 state conference, and transforming the high school into the Academies of Grand Island Senior High. 
Hear the plan for the academies, major milestones, the structure, and their phased implementation efforts. Get 
tips they’ve learned like how best to communicate, scheduling items, and how partnerships with community 
businesses and employers, along with structured business advisory boards make it all possible.  
PRESENTERS:  Dan Phillips, Nicki Stoltenberg, Kelly Enck, Lisa Albers & Heidi Schutz - G.I. Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Heidi Schutz - Grand Island Public Schools

A10  STAYING IN YOUR LANE
A scenario driven session developed to guide the board and leadership team in establishing roles and defining 
responsibilities. Session attendees will be invited to engage in discussion and network with others to resolve 
the scenario topic. The session will close with the opportunity for attendees to ask questions and receive 
clarification on hot topics regarding board and superintendent roles and responsibilities. 
PRESENTERS:  Kori Stanosheck & Marcia Herring - NASB
MODERATOR:  Wayne Heine - Centennial Public Schools  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
A - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  9:45 TO 10:45AM

211
205-206

210
207

214

A



B1  IT’S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL!
It is not unusual for board members to know or connect with a wide range of community members either 
as a friend, colleague, relative, or acquaintance. The small world we live in can potentially create unique and 
challenging times for board members. How do you handle it when you cannot make it to the popcorn stand 
because your status as board member makes you the most popular person at the school event? Attendees 
will hear from a panel of board members and superintendents who face the challenges of small-town politics. 
PRESENTER:  Marcia Herring - NASB
MODERATOR:  Cory Holm - Paxton Consolidated Schools  

B2 IF NOT US, THEN WHO?  YEAR TWO:  WELLNESS FOR ALL
This session will focus on the mental health program developed by Educational Service Unit #5 (ESU5) that 
provides mental health services to students in the school setting, that began during the 2017-2018 school year. 
With the overwhelming success of the first year school districts added additional days, and additional school 
districts came on board for the 2018-2019 school year. The positive impact this program has had for students, 
families, community patrons, and school personnel has been invaluable. The presentation will focus on how 
the program has expanded year two; and its positive impacts it has had for ESU 5’s school districts and beyond.
PRESENTERS:  Brenda McNiff & Jen McNally - ESU 5
MODERATOR:  Rachel Horstman - NASB

B3  IT’S FOR THE KIDS!  LEGAL AND PRACTICAL ANSWERS TO SHOW THAT EVERY 
COMMUNITY CAN SUPPORT HIGH QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
We’ve heard all the excuses: ”There’s no one who will do it in town.” ”Parents ask for it, but it seems like a 
headache.”  “What we have is good enough.”  We don’t buy it!  Schools have a vested interest in supporting 
early childhood programs and environments that support kindergarten readiness. This session will cover 
the many ways schools can be involved in early childhood education, from beginning your own program to 
innovative approaches to partner with private early childhood providers – including family child care home 
providers - already in existence. It will also help attendees understand the legal components of being involved 
in early childhood. When do you need to follow Rule 11 and when must you adhere to child care licensing 
standards from DHHS? What types of support can legally be offered to early childhood programs? Our hope is 
that school board members will have a better understanding of how their schools can be involved in the early 
childhood world, and can use solid ECPs as a staff recruitment and retention tool.
PRESENTERS:  Bobby Truhe - KSB School Law; Adam Feser - First Five Nebraska
MODERATOR:  Trevor Kubik - Cambridge Public Schools  

B4  NSAA UPDATE
Attendees will learn about significant changes at NSAA for the 2019-2020 school year.  Information regarding 
potential issues for future years will also be shared. 
PRESENTER:  Jay Bellar - NSAA
MODERATOR:  Lisa Wagner - Central City Public Schools

B5  CAN THEY SAY THAT? PUBLIC COMMENT AT OPEN MEETINGS
This session will review various laws, attorney general rulings, and practice suggestions when dealing with public 
comments at open meetings to include some relevant parliamentary procedures and Roberts Rules of Order.
PRESENTER:  Jim Gessford - Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Shavonna Holman - Omaha Public Schools
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
B - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  11:15AM TO 12:15PM
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201-202
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B6  A RIVER FLOWED THROUGH IT
During the spring of 2019, the Twin River School District was severed in half by the ravages of spring floods. 
The administrative team will recount the events that led up to re-opening the district, utilizing a satellite facility 
after the Loup and other streams reared their ugly heads.  
PRESENTERS:  John Weidner, Kyle Metzger, Tod Heier & Spencer Zysset - Twin River School District
 MODERATOR:  Todd Thiesen - Cedar Bluffs Public Schools  

B7  STUDENT BOARD REPRESENTATIVE - BUILDING THE FUTURE THROUGH STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Shelby-Rising City Schools will share policy and implementation practices to add a Student Representative on 
the School Board. The presentation will also include feedback from School Board Members and the Student 
Representatives on the positive impact of adding this voice and student engagement practice.
PRESENTERS:  Clare Kohl, Jeff Kuhnel & Chip Kay - Shelby-Rising City Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Darby Paxton - Stuart Public Schools

B8  STRANGER THINGS OF SCHOOL FINANCE
School finance is an ever-changing landscape.  During this session, you will learn about a few strange things as 
they relate to school finance. Some of these will include: ESSA coding, budget authority, and cash reserve. We 
will also address tax receipts and what happens if the county does not forward your taxes - another reason to 
track all receipts and expenditures.
PRESENTERS:  Carl Dietz & Matt Fisher - Retired Superintendents
MODERATOR:  Harlow Hanson - Madison Public Schools

B9  ”IF YOU BUILD IT”...OPTION ENRICHMENT FRIDAYS
Facing the lowest enrollment in 21 years, the loss of varsity sports, and growing concerns for the survival 
of the district, Banner County School Board made the bold move to a 4-day school week – with a twist. The 
concept of Option Enrichment Fridays offered an innovative approach to grow student access to STEAM learning 
opportunities, meet the needs of families, and tackle dwindling enrollment. This session chronicles the process 
of implementing a radical change through the lenses of current research, community consultation, student 
engagement, and district leadership. Early successes and challenges and an action research approach to analyzing 
the effectiveness of this “outside-of the-box” solution for a rural PK-12 school district will be discussed. 
PRESENTERS:  Evelyn Browne & Charles Jones - Banner County Schools
MODERATOR:  Scott Vyhnalek - Friend Public Schools

B10  LET’S TALK CYBER SECURITY!
You do not need to be an expert, but here’s what you ‘need to know’ in the world of school cyber security!  
NASB’s John Spatz and ALICAP’s Megan Boldt, will be sharing some recent Cyber Security incidents that have 
occurred in our Nebraska schools, while also communicating how your school can obtain FREE resources, to 
strengthen your school’s cyber security efforts.  Come to this session!  “Cyber-safe than sorry!”
PRESENTERS:  Greg Hollingsead - Homeland Security; Megan Boldt - ALICAP; John Spatz - NASB
MODERATOR:  Chuck Homolka - Central City Public Schools

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
B - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  11:15AM TO 12:15PM
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER  |  12:30 TO 2:00PM

2018	 KATHY DANEK, LINCOLN
2017	 BONNIE HINKLE, GRAND ISLAND
2016	 TERRI HAYNES, CHADRON
2015 	 LINDA RICHARDS, RALSTON
2014	 BRAD KRIVOHLAVEK, NORFOLK 
2013	 PATTY BENTZINGER, NORRIS 
2012	 KATHY BARTEK, FALLS CITY 
2011 	 JULIE AGARD, KEARNEY 

2010	 KIM FASSE, ELKHORN
2009	 RON PEARSON, ESU #3 
2008 	 SANDRA JENSEN, OMAHA 
2007 	 JOHN HANSEN, BELLEVUE
2006 	 FRED TAFOYA, PAPILLON-LA VISTA 
2005 	 WAYNE ERICKSON, WISNER-PILGER
2004 	 ANN MACTIER, OMAHA

THE ANN MACTIER - SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD WILL BE PRESENTED AT 
THE THURSDAY LUNCHEON.  PREVIOUS WINNERS INCLUDE:

			   HOW TO DO THE IMPOSSIBLE EVERY DAY
			   DANELLE UMSTEAD

Ever wonder what it is like to hurdle down a mountain on two skis at speeds up 
to 70 MPH virtually blind, relying on verbal cues from your guide (and husband) 
a few feet in front of you? This is what Danelle Umstead does every day.  At 
the age of 13, Danelle was diagnosed with Retinitis Pigmentosa, a genetic eye 
condition where the retina progressively degenerates and eventually causes 
blindness. She has no central vision and is losing her peripheral vision. Currently, 
her spotted vision limits her sight to less than five feet without any detail.  As 
her husband Rob skis a few feet in front of Danelle acting as her ‘eyes’ on 
the course, the amount of trust she has in him is truly remarkable and has 
created a unique bond on and off the mountain. Together, they make up Team 
Vision4Gold. “Vision,” Umstead says, “is to have sight, an idea, or a dream.”
SPONSOR: DLR Group
PRESIDING:  Steve Blocher - NASB President (West Point Public Schools)

GRAND BALLROOM
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
C - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  2:15 TO 3:15PM

215-216
203-204

207
201-202

214

C
C1  A CONVERSATION WITH THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Join Members of the State Board of Education to hear brief updates on the statewide vision and priorities for 
Nebraska education. Much of this session will be devoted to question and answer opportunities, as well as a 
forum for participants to share ideas and input with State Board Members.
PRESENTERS:  State Board of Education Members & Ryan Foor - NDE
MODERATOR:  Candy Becher - Columbus Public Schools

C2  THE ROLE OF THE SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER/LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONER
PCS is a socio-economically diverse Class B district with a 43.6% poverty rate highly committed to providing 
mental health support for children, families, and employees. Our 4 full time school social workers/licensed 
mental health practitioners (SSW/LMHP) are active participants on our multi-tiered systems of support behavior/
mental health team, the district safety team, and the crisis response team. They also work with individual 
students and facilitate small groups on various topics related to the needs of the students including, but not 
limited to; divorce, grief, suicide prevention, and other adverse childhood experiences (ACES).  Join us to learn 
more about how our district has prioritized mental health support for children, families, and employees. 
PRESENTERS:  Sara Barada, Keryl Mines, Amy Petricek &  Richard Hasty - Plattsmouth Community Schools
MODERATOR:  Paul Brune - Heartland Community Schools

C3  YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN .. INFORMED (ABOUT SRO’S)
Safety and security of students within our buildings must be a priority of every board of education and 
administrator. The President’s Commission on School Safety recommended increasing the use of school resource 
officers in schools. While the partnership between your school and local law enforcement is crucial, significant 
legal issues arise in setting up that partnership. What information can the school share with the police? Who is 
liable if a police officer uses excessive force on a special education student? How should the agreement between 
the board and the local law enforcement agency be structured to protect both entities? Answers to these and 
other important questions about the relationship between school resource officers and schools will be addressed.
PRESENTER:  Karen Haase - KSB School Law
MODERATOR:  Jim Ayres - Ainsworth Community Schools

C4  360 SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION (SESSION ALSO OFFERED F4)
The Raymond Central Board and Superintendent create four mutually agreed upon goals for the upcoming 
school year.  Clearly defined performance goals increase the probability that the superintendent is evaluated 
on what he or she was hired to do. Raymond Central partnered with NASB to create a 360 Evaluation (fall 2017) 
to seek feedback from board members, administrators, staff, students, parents and community members. This 
session will discuss how the process has transformed superintendent evaluation for Raymond Central, and 
describe the process used to create the tool, evaluate the tool, and develop the process used.
PRESENTERS:  Harriet Gould & Derrick Joel - Raymond Central Public Schools; Marcia Herring - NASB
MODERATOR:  Frank Beel - Ainsworth Community Schools

C5  WHAT BOARD MEMBERS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVALUATION OF TENURED 
(GRIZZLED VETERANS) & PROBATIONARY (ROOKIE) EMPLOYEES
Learn about statutes, caselaw and practical advice regarding both probationary and tenured certificated personnel. 
Legal issues that may arise in personnel situations and practical suggestions and guidance on handling personnel 
matters will be shared. This session will be targeted to both school administrators and board members.
PRESENTERS:  Justin Knight - Perry Law Firm; John Skretta - ESU 6
MODERATOR:  Allison Sandman - Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools



C6  NEBRASKA CENTER FOR ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL STUDIES - NCAPS
NCAPS, located in the South Central Unified District, has revolutionized secondary education with the addition 
of an $11 million facility while offering a personalized learning experience catered to student interests through 
numerous Career Pathways. The program specializes in a profession-based curriculum which incorporates 
collaborative, interdisciplinary learning. Every junior and senior is paired with a career mentor from their field of 
choice as students earn college credit and credentialing through their chosen pathway with all costs covered by 
the district. The NCAPS Advisory Council consists of regional business and industry experts and ensures efforts 
are consistent with current and future economic needs. NCAPS provides rural students opportunities typically 
found in larger, more urban settings.   
PRESENTERS:  Stan Essink, Ashley Borer, Julie Otero & Dana Epley - South Central Unified #5
MODERATOR:  Kraig Lofquist - ESUCC

C7  BOARD MEMBER ADVOCACY
State senators and school board members have a lot in common.  They were both elected by the citizens of 
their districts.  This shared constituency makes school board members the best advocates for their districts 
and communities.  Learn how school board members have been sharing their story and influencing policy.  
Engaging in policy at the Legislature is not as intimidating as you think.  If you know your role and have a plan, 
you can be an influential voice in state policy.  Learn the different strategies for effective school board advocacy.  
PANELISTS:  Kim Burry - Bayard Public Schools; Stacie Higgins - Nebraska City Public Schools; 
Stephanie Summers - David City Public Schools; Lisa Wagner - Central City Public Schools; Facilitated 
by Colby Coash & Matt Belka - NASB
MODERATOR:  Matt Belka - NASB

C8  BOARD POLICIES: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY
A school board is required to formulate policy. The administration is then required to implement those 
policies. Although this process seems straightforward, having “bad” board policies can easily hamstring your 
administration. “Bad” policies can also place your district in legal jeopardy. This session will walk through common 
policy mistakes and how to avoid them, and offer practical guidance on what “good” policies should include.
PRESENTERS:  Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Mike Apple - Ogallala Public Schools

C9  STUDENT VOICES
Students from Nebraska high schools share their perspectives on issues that are important to the leaders of tomorrow. 
STUDENTS: Taylor Grabowski - Centura Public Schools; Benjamin Soria - Kearney Public Schools; 
Morgan Koehler - Norris School District 160; Emily Martindale - Sandhills Public Schools; 
Julia Steiner - Westside Community Schools
MODERATOR:  Travis Lightle - Gretna Public Schools

C10  PROMOTING OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS – MORE IMPORTANT NOW THAN EVER BEFORE!
Why is it important for School Board Members and School Administrators to promote the positive aspects and 
successes of their schools? How do we combat negativity and apathy with a positive message? How do we show 
our gratitude to our community? What is your individual school brand? Strategies will be shared and discussed 
that support approaches in your local community, the region, and the state that promote our schools. 
PRESENTERS:  Kyle McGowan, Keith Rohwer & Cinde Wendell - NCSA Ambassadors
MODERATOR:  Dan Wesley - North Bend Central Public Schools
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D1  DYNAMIC BOARD RETREATS
Why are Board of Education retreats needed? A board retreat enables the board to work collaboratively with 
administration to discuss mission, vision, and goals. It stresses the importance of a strategic plan to support the 
mission, vision, and goals, but especially the discussion and action of the board. Academic accountability is a 
result of goals focused on the growth of instruction and learning, and a retreat allows the board ample time to 
understand and evaluate the district’s academic achievements. Allows the board time to assess the governance 
role of the board through self-assessment, utilizing a board retreat to identify areas of growth of the board. 
We’ll share information on how to structure an efficient and successful board retreat, including who to invite, 
how to plan the agenda, and possible agenda topics to cover. 
PRESENTERS:  Tawana Grover & Bonnie Hinkle - Grand Island Public Schools; Marcia Herring - NASB
MODERATOR:  Kim Burry - Bayard Public Schools

D2  NEBRASKA’S SCHOOL LANDS:  A MAGNIFICENT ENDOWMENT
Since the birth of Nebraska’s statehood, School Trust lands were intended to - and continue to - enhance 
educational quality in the State of Nebraska.  School Trust lands are premised on the idea that every community 
should have quality public schools, that education benefits the student and community, and that prudence 
dictates there should be sustained support for those schools and students.  This session will discuss the past, 
present and future of the Board of Educational Lands and Funds of the State of Nebraska, and will detail the 
benefits currently being provided to the local school districts.
PRESENTER:  Kelly Sudbeck - Board of Educational Lands & Funds of the State of Nebraska
MODERATOR:  Sandy Noffsinger - Dundy County Stratton Public Schools

D3  SPECIAL ED: WHAT BOARD MEMBERS NEED TO KNOW (AND WHY WE CAN’T ALWAYS TELL YOU!)
”What do you mean you can’t tell me? I’m on the board!” That is perhaps the most fair yet most legally complex 
question an administrator may get from his or her board members. Especially in the context of students with 
disabilities, board members get to know less but have to pay more for education and services to assist those 
students. This presentation will be a whirlwind tour of the basics of special education and other disability laws, 
focusing on the things board members need to know and understand about their role: including when they can 
and can’t know, and why. Bring your questions, and at least WE can answer them!
PRESENTERS:  Karen Haase & Bobby Truhe - KSB School Law
MODERATOR:  Cheri Wirthele - Sterling Public Schools/ESU 4

D4  NEW CLASSES, PROJECTS AND EQUIPMENT THROUGH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Learn about the process we took to raise funds for our new video/ scoreboards through community partnerships. 
These partnerships have allowed for us to offer new courses for students that will prepare them for 21st 
Century careers, and are not only funding the project in its entirety, but will generate a continued revenue for 
the school to use in other areas. We are excited for the opportunity it is bringing to our school and we hope 
to help you bring it to your school!
PRESENTERS:  Jessica Breitkreutz & Jenny Wagner - Centennial Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Kyle Fisher - Springfield Plattview Community Schools
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D5  LEGISLATURE RECAP & WHAT IT MEANS FOR 2020
The Legislature was busy this year and passed over 250 bills.  Many of these bills impact school district 
operations.  Learn about the bills that will affect school districts.  Board meetings, curriculum, vaping, and 
school safety are just a few of the statutory changes made by Senators.  Policy revisions, meeting agendas, and 
MOUs are among the changes districts will be asked to make in the coming year.  Participants will learn how 
these changes affect your district.
PRESENTERS:  Colby Coash - NASB; Mike Dulaney - NCSA
MODERATOR:  Brad Wilkins - Ainsworth Community Schools

D6  LEADING QUALITY PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH INTENSIVE NEEDS
LPS has prioritized programming for students who have intensive needs. LPS currently has 6 specialized 
programs that provide support for students with behavioral needs, mental health concerns, and academic 
needs. This presentation will examine the history and features of the programs, student effectiveness data, and 
parent testimonials.
PRESENTERS:  Connie Duncan, Kathy Danek & Matt Larson - Lincoln Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Patty Bentzinger - Norris School District 160

D7  STUDENT JOURNALISM, PUBLIC FORUMS, AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT
The issue of increasing students’ free speech protections is likely here to stay. Courts, in recent years, have 
generally looked favorably on restricting the speech of students. Legislatures may well look to reverse that 
trend.  Attorneys will evaluate and analyze recent First Amendment cases and legislation that impact public 
schools. This will include everything from social media to school publications. This session will address both 
legal and practical aspects of handling free speech claims, of both students and employees including the forum 
analysis that courts generally utilize.  
PRESENTERS:  Justin Knight & Josh Schauer - Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Jim Vlach - Lyons-Decatur Northeast

D8  BOARD TO BOARD: HOW CAN THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE FOUNDATION 
BOARD LEVERAGE THEIR MISSIONS FOR STUDENT SUCCESS
The community connections and collaborative work between the board of education and the school district’s 
foundation board is vital to Nebraska public schools. This session will explore the critical initiatives, strategies, 
and planning efforts involved in advancing the mission-critical work of the board of education and the district’s 
foundation board to ensure district-wide student success now and into the future.
PRESENTER:  Wendy Van - Lincoln Public Schools Foundation; Kori Stanosheck - NASB
MODERATOR:  John Martin - Falls City Public Schools
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
BREAKFAST BUFFET  |  6:45 TO 8:30AM  |  BALLROOM A&B
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NASB DELEGATE ASSEMBLY  |  8:00 TO 9:30AM  |  ROOMS 203-204  
PRESENTATION OF COLORS: BELLEVUE WEST HIGH SCHOOL AIR FORCE JROTC

NASA MEMBERSHIP MEETING  |  8:00 TO 9:30AM  |  ROOMS 215-216

CLASSROOM SHOWCASE  |  8:00 TO 11:45AM  |  BALLROOM C

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
E - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  9:15 TO 10:15AM

E1  EARLY LEARNING IN NEBRASKA: OPPORTUNITIES FOR COORDINATION & COLLABORATION
The early childhood system in Nebraska is made up of various programs and services administered by a 
number of agencies and organizations. Through the Federal Preschool Development Grant, Nebraska is in 
the process of conducting a comprehensive needs assessment and strategic plan to create opportunities for 
collaboration and coordination among existing programs for early childhood care across the state. An integral 
piece of the strategic plan is to improve transitions into kindergarten and elementary school, especially for low 
income and disadvantaged children. This session will describe the current structure of the our early childhood 
system and explore some of the exciting improvements that are currently underway and planned for the future 
to best prepare children for success.
PRESENTER:  Elizabeth Everett - First Five Nebraska
MODERATOR:  Mark Hoeger - Learning Community

E2  RELATIONSHIPS MATTER: MAKING A CONNECTION BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL
Over the past 10 years, Ralston Public Schools has been bridging the home-school connection through a 
Home Visit Programming Approach. This session will share how the school community is integrating the use of 
summer home visits to build connections between students, families and the school. This session will explain the 
journey and lessons learned about how to effectively implement home visits. We’ll discuss initial and sustained 
implementation, common questions, and the advantages and challenges we’ve experienced along the way. 
PRESENTERS:  Linda Richards, Cecilia Wilken, Melissa Stolley, Melissa Yost & Mark Adler - Ralston Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Ron Vanskiver - Sutherland Public Schools
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E3  HOT TOPICS IN SCHOOL LAW (SESSION ALSO OFFERED A3)
They’re baaaaack! This session will cover the most important, fun, and/or frustrating legal issues facing school 
boards and administrators. It will be a mix of cases, legal changes, and hot button issues facing all conference 
attendees. Bring your questions and sense of humor!
PRESENTERS:  Steve Williams & Bobby Truhe - KSB School Law
MODERATOR:  Kathy Gifford - Kearney Public Schools

E4  SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS:  COMPREHENSIVE MENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SERVICE PROVIDERS
This presentation will summarize the research regarding the effectiveness of behavioral and mental health 
service provisions in schools, and the unique role school psychologists play in implementing these systems 
of prevention and intervention.  Additionally, examples will be shared of school psychologists currently doing 
this important work in Nebraska schools.  Participants will explore action steps for partnering with school 
psychologists in this area.
PRESENTERS:  Brian McKevitt - University of Nebraska-Omaha; Jamie Mapp - ESU 5; Katie Bevins - 
Lincoln Public Schools; Tessa Petereit - Crete Public Schools; Meghan Smith - Fremont Public Schools; 
Susan Lindblad -  Hastings Public Schools
MODERATOR:  Larianne Polk - ESU 7

E5  BOARD MEETINGS & MEETING TECHNOLOGY - COMMON QUESTIONS & PITFALLS 
FOR BOARD MEMBERS
Every School Board must follow the Open Meetings Act.  This session will address recent case law along with 
common meeting questions and pitfalls, including: regular v. special meetings, advance notice, public hearings, 
the use of board committees, closed sessions, proper wording of agenda items, the use of technology and 
more.  
PRESENTERS:  Justin Knight & Jim Gessford - Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Barb Svoboda - Mullen Public Schools

E6  2020/2021 EHA PLAN UPDATES
This session will review any plan or rate changes to the EHA Medical and Dental plans for the 2020/2021 plan 
year. 
PRESENTERS:  Cortney Ray & Greg Long - EHA
MODERATOR:  Sharon Ebke - Fairbury Public Schools

E7  A LINE IN THE SAND - TEACHER/COACH - STUDENT BOUNDARY ISSUES
This session will explore the intended and unintended issues that arise in the school setting, in the classroom 
or in school activities involving school employees (administrators, teachers, para-educators, etc.) and students 
that cross the boundary line between a professional relationship and one that invaded the personal space, 
privacy or physical and mental well being of students, and programs, policies and strategies to convey to staff 
the expectations of the school district and provide guidance and training to protect both students and staff.
PRESENTER:  Rex Schultze - Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Chris Geary - Leyton Public Schools

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
E - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  9:15 TO 10:15AM

2019 STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE  |  NOVEMBER 20-22

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN OMAHA 
SSID: STATECONFERENCE19     PASSWORD: OMAHA2019     HASHTAG: #LIVENASB

201-202
210

205-206
207

208-209

E



TAKING IT TO THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN OMAHA 
SSID: STATECONFERENCE19     PASSWORD: OMAHA2019     HASHTAG: #LIVENASB

F1  RULE 10: WHAT BOARD MEMBERS NEED TO KNOW
Rule 10 provides the regulations and procedures for accreditation used by the Nebraska Department of 
Education to establish quality education for all public school students in our state. This session will unpack the 
imperative components of Rule 10, including the AQUESTT connection, that board members need to know in 
order to effectively govern their school district in a manner that is compliant with the law. 
PRESENTERS:  Kori Stanosheck & Melissa Lusk - NASB
MODERATOR:  Pam Holcomb - Broken Bow Public Schools

F2  TEAMMATES: BUILDING SCHOOL TO COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
In an ever-changing society that separates schools from communities, TeamMates Mentoring Program seeks 
to connect safe adult friends to students in local schools. TeamMates mentors and volunteers often appreciate 
being able to return to their hometown schools to mentor to see how the climate has changed and grown. 
Mentors new to communities feel an instant connection to school staff and community members when they 
are matched within TeamMates. Learn how TeamMates continues to bring together communities through 
inclusive school-based mentoring.
PRESENTERS:  Beth Roberts & Allyson Horne - TeamMates 
MODERATOR:  Dave Raabe - Wisner-Pilger Public Schools

F3  PAIN IN THE APP, V. 5.0
It’s hard to believe the first version of this presentation took place 5 years ago! Each year, this session covers the 
latest developments in law and educational practices related to social media use and schools. From sexting and 
cyberbullying to truly frightening predatory behavior perpetuated against school-age kids, the presentation 
this year will bring all attendees up to speed on the most recent issues schools, administrators, and board 
members are facing related in the inseparable worlds of public education and technology.
PRESENTERS:  Coady Pruett & Karen Haase - KSB School Law
MODERATOR:  Jayson Bishop - Perkins County Public Schools

F4  360 SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION (SESSION ALSO OFFERED C4)
Each year the Raymond Central Board and Superintendent create four mutually agreed upon goals for the 
upcoming school year.  Clearly defined performance goals increase the probability that the superintendent is 
evaluated on what he or she was hired to do. Raymond Central partnered with NASB to create a 360 Evaluation ... 
(Read the full description at C4)
PRESENTERS:  Harriet Gould & Derrick Joel - Raymond Central Public Schools; Marcia Herring - NASB
MODERATOR:  Marty Mrkvicka - St. Paul Public Schools

F5  #WHATDOIDO? NAVIGATING SOCIAL MEDIA PROBLEMS FACED BY SCHOOLS
The days are long gone when the only notification you had to worry about was “You’ve got mail!” As we all 
know, today social media places student and staff lives in the public sphere. “Liking” controversial posts, racy 
images, and even copyright issues are now the concerns of public schools. What’s worse, social websites do not 
come equipped with a handbook to guide schools through the potential pitfalls of discipline and prevention. In 
this session the attorneys at the Perry Law Firm will discuss the legal and boundaries and obligations of schools 
regarding social media. 
PRESENTER:  Haleigh Carlson - Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Garlyn Grosse - Cedar Bluffs Public Schools
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F6  BUILDING A MODEL OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS TO DEVELOP STEM CAREER 
PATHWAYS
By its general nature, STEM Ecosystems comprise of a diverse mix of community or state-wide partnerships. 
Leveraging those partnerships is key in developing a seamless pathway for students to career and beyond, as 
life-long learners. The Omaha STEM Ecosystem (OSE), established in spring of 2016, addresses the recognized 
need for improved STEM programming and collaboration in the Omaha community. The goal is to develop a 
talent pipeline to assure that Omaha remains a robust STEM community. 
PRESENTERS:  Julie Sigmon - Omaha STEM Ecosystem; Jim Dennell - BCDM Architects; Elizabeth 
Mulkerrin - Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium; Mike Flesch - Metropolitan Community College; 
Tracie Reding - University of Nebraska Omaha; Chris Schaben - Omaha Public Schools; Ken Sigmon - 
Sheppard’s Business Interiors
MODERATOR:  Randy Page - Thayer Central Community Schools

F7  NEGOTIATIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS
School districts spend the majority of their budget on their employees. As such, it is critical that board members 
be familiar with the law and strategies during negotiations. With budgets tightening and attacks on school 
spending, school districts need to be familiar with the negotiations process.
PRESENTERS:  Perry Law Firm
MODERATOR:  Blanche Randolph - Hemingford Public Schools

F8  STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT - LESSONS LEARNED - UNDERSTAND- INVOLVE - ENGAGE
Stakeholder engagement -- as the old saying goes, if you want someone to hear what you have to say, you have 
to say it ten times, ten different ways. Grand Island Public Schools will share what we do and what we’ve learned. 
We will share the various methods we utilize: Board & Supt. Newsletter, Live with Grover, Board coffees, Campus 
highlights at meetings, student recognition, townhall meetings, annual report & strategic plan, Select finance 
committee, K-12 insight survey, PR/PD committee, adding parent voice, Superintendent stakeholder groups. 
PRESENTERS:  Tawana Grover, Jennifer Worthington & Bonnie Hinkle - Grand Island Public Schools
MODERATOR:  June Bowers - Falls City Public Schools
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TAKING IT TO THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN OMAHA 
SSID: STATECONFERENCE19     PASSWORD: OMAHA2019     HASHTAG: #LIVENASB

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER  |  11:45AM TO 1:15PM

2019 STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE  |  NOVEMBER 20-22

2020	 MARK ADLER, RALSTON
2019	 MIKE TEAHON, GOTHENBURG
2018	 JOHN SKRETTA, NORRIS
2017 	 CAROLINE WINCHESTER, CHADRON
2016	 JAY BELLAR, BATTLE CREEK
2015	 BRIAN MAHER, KEARNEY 
2014	 STEVE BAKER, ELKHORN
2013 	 KEVIN RILEY, GRETNA
2012  	 BILL MOWINKEL, GRAND ISLAND NW 
2011	 MIKE CUNNING, HERSHEY
2010	 KEITH LUTZ, MILLARD  
2009	 STEVE RECTOR, SOUTH SIOUX CITY
2008	 LARRY RAMAEKERS, AURORA 
2007	 ROGER BREED, ELKHORN 
2006	 RICHARD EISENHAUER, LEXINGTON  
2005	 ROY BAKER, NORRIS 

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR WILL BE RECOGNIZED AT THE FRIDAY LUNCHEON
WINNERS INCLUDE:

2004	 DAN ERNST, WAVERLY 
2003	 RANDY NELSON, NORFOLK
2002	 PHILIP SCHOO, LINCOLN  
2001	 KEITH ROHWER, NEBRASKA CITY	
2000	 STEVE, JOEL, BEATRICE 
1999	 KENNETH ANDERSON, HASTINGS	
1998	 KEN BIRD, WESTSIDE 
1997	 RICK BLACK, CONESTOGA
1996	 GARY HAMMACK, KEARNEY 
1995	 MARTIN PETERSEN, ALLIANCE	
1994	 VANDLE PHILLIPS, SOUTH SIOUX CITY 
1993	 FRED BELLUM, COLUMBUS		
1992	 GLENN LARSEN, ADAMS CENTRAL 
1991	 NORBERT SCHUERMAN, OMAHA	
1990	 DOUG CHRISTENSEN, NORTH PLATTE  
1989	 DONALD STROH, MILLARD	

			   CHOOSE TO BE MOTIVATED
			   JIM MILLER

Hall of Fame Coach Jim Miller won 10 NCAA Team Championships in the sport 
of wrestling, at Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa. The best part of his story 
may be that before arriving at Wartburg, the wrestling program had not won 
even a Conference title in 15 years, and had not won a national title in any 
sport, in the history of the college. In Coach Millers 22 years at Wartburg, his 
teams finished 1st or 2nd in the Nation 18 times.  His high energy presentation 
will help you understand the culture change that took place, and the key 
principles that turned the program into the #1 team in the nation.
SPONSOR:  Hamilton Information Systems
PRESIDING:  Mark Adler - NASA President (Ralston Public Schools)

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR ... NOVEMBER 18-20, 2020

GRAND BALLROOM
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CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

EXHIBITOR RECEPTION  |  4:00 TO 6:00PM  |  PRE-FUNCTION AREA

A-Lert Roof Systems
Sean Wallace
2065 FM 1102

New Braunfels, TX 78132
830-626-7755

swallace@centurionind.com

ACE (Public Alliance for Community Energy)
Mandy Heermann

8377 Glynoaks Dr - Lincoln, NE 68516
402-473-8257

mheermann@nmppenergy.org

ALICAP
Sheri Shonka

1313 Cuming St - Omaha, NE 68102
877-649-4612

sheri.shonka@prmne.com

American Fidelity
Wayne Ryan

3100 SW Huntoon - Ste 102
Topeka, KS 66604

Wayne.Ryan@americanfidelity.com

Associated Builders & Contractors
Anne Klute

830 Westgate Blvd - Lincoln, NE 68528
402-477-4451

annek@abcnebraska.org

AVID
Kym LeBlanc-Esparza

5889 Greenwood Plaza Blvd - Ste 210
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

858-232-1712
klebanc-esparza@avid.org

BCDM Architects
Pat Carson

1015 N 98th St - Ste 300
Omaha, NE 68114

402-384-6454
pcarson@bcdm.net

BD Construction, Inc.
Mark Lewis

PO Box 726 - 209 E 6th St
Kearney, NE 68848

308-234-1836
mlewis@bdconstruction.com

Bishop Business Equipment
Kathy Gentile

4125 S 94th St. - Omaha, NE 68127
402-935-3619

kathy.gentile@bbec.com

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebr.
Cortney Ray

1233 Lincoln Mall - Lincoln, NE 68508
402-458-4810

cortney.ray@nebraskablue.com

SCHEMMER’S K-12 EXPERTS ARE SCHOOLED IN EFFECTIVE DESIGN. 
Whether it’s a new project or a rehabilitation project, day in and day out we put in the work 

that turns a vision into a reality. Our team of architects and engineers provide services ranging 

from bond referendum planning to education facility design. No matter what your needs are, 

you can count on us to be your reliable and trusted project partner.

IT’S NOT OUR BUSINESS,

IT’S OUR PASSION 
AND IT SHOWS ON EVERY PROJECT.

402.493.4800 | SCHEMMER.COM

Boyd Jones Construction
Emily Bannick

950 S 10th St - Ste 100
Omaha, NE 68108

402-553-1804
ebannick@boydjones.biz

BVH Architects
Jessica Spitsen

440 N 8 St #100 - Lincoln, NE 68508
402-475-4551

jspitsen@bvh.com

Carlson West Povondra Architects
Jamie Eckmann

5060 Dodge St - Omaha, NE 68132
402-551-1500

jeckmann@cwparchitects.com

Central Nebraska Rehab Services
Mary Sterup

3004 W Faidley Ave
Grand Island, NE 68803

308-398-5170
mary@cnrehab.com

Cheever Construction
Doug Klute

3425 N. 44th St - Lincoln, NE 68504
402-477-6745

dklute@cheeverconstruction.com

CMBA Architects Grand Island
Kristi Ploen

208 N. Pine St - Ste 301
Grand Island, NE 68801

308-384-4444
ploen.k@cmbaarchitects.com

Coach Masters
Corey Sundberg

PO Box 1862 - 6410 East Hwy 30
Kearney, NE 68848

308-234-8111
Corey.coachmasters@gmail.com

College of Saint Mary
Amy Miller

7000 Mercy Rd - Omaha, NE 68106
402-399-2400

ajmiller@csm.edu

Control Management Inc.
Nathan Haug

8421 N 29th St - Omaha, NE 68112
402-571-9454

nathan@cmiomaha.com

Cornhusker International Trucks
Russ Folts

3131 Cornhusker Hwy - Lincoln, NE 68504
402-466-8461

russ.folts@cornhuskerinternational.com

Cornhusker State Industries
Traci Gates

800 Pioneers Blvd - Lincoln, NE 68502
402-471-1226

traci.gates@nebraska.gov

Creative Sites, LLC
Julie Kutilek

11506 Pierce St - Omaha, NE 68144
402-614-4606

julie@creativesitesllc.com

Crouch Recreation, Inc.
Eric Crouch

2435 S 156th Cir - Omaha, NE 68130
402-496-2669

eric@crouchrec.com

Curriculum Leadership Institute
Rhonda Renfro

Box 356 - 2910 West Hiway 50, Ste. 1A
Emporia, KS 66801

620-794-1431
rhonda@cliweb.org

D.A. Davidson & Co.
Alexa Shanahan

450 Regency Pkwy - Ste 400
Omaha, NE 68114

402-392-7986
AShanahan@dadco.com

Davis Design
Kate Smith

1221 N St - Ste 600 - Lincoln, NE 68508
402-470-5212

Kate.smith@davisdesign.com

DLR Group
Vanessa Schutte

6457 Frances - Ste 200
Omaha, NE 68106

402-393-4100
vschutte@dlrgroup.com

Duro-Last Roofing
3830 NW 16th St - Topeka, KS 66618

785-224-5836

Edgenuity
Crystal Church

8860 E Chaparral Rd
Scottsdale, AZ 85250

480-276-1195
crystal.church@edgenuity.com

EDWise
Paul Tedesco

102 Evergreen Dr - Alta, IA 51002
pttedesco@gmail.com



SCHEMMER’S K-12 EXPERTS ARE SCHOOLED IN EFFECTIVE DESIGN. 
Whether it’s a new project or a rehabilitation project, day in and day out we put in the work 

that turns a vision into a reality. Our team of architects and engineers provide services ranging 

from bond referendum planning to education facility design. No matter what your needs are, 

you can count on us to be your reliable and trusted project partner.

IT’S NOT OUR BUSINESS,

IT’S OUR PASSION 
AND IT SHOWS ON EVERY PROJECT.

402.493.4800 | SCHEMMER.COM



CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS
EHA Wellness Program

Linda Kenedy
256 N 115 St - Ste 7 - Omaha, NE 68154

402-614-0491
linda@ehawellnessprogram.org

Electronic Contracting Company
Cody Napier

6501 N 70th St - Lincoln, NE 68507
402-466-8274

cnapier@eccoinc.com

Electronic Sound
Pete Richling

14627 Industrial Rd - Omaha, NE 68144
402-334-8550

prichling@electronicsound.com

EMC Insurance Company
Donna Rhodes

2121 N 117th Ave - Omaha, NE 68164
402-951-8352

donna.r.rhodes@emcins.com

Energy Solutions Professionals
Brad Rahe

9218 Metcalf Ave - Ste 274
Overland Park, KS 66212

913-381-2800
brad@energyesp.com

Engineering Technologies, Inc.
Martin Kasl

825 M St - Ste 200 - Lincoln, NE 68508
402-476-1273

mkasl@eti-engineers.com

ESU Coordinating Council
Kraig Lofquist

6949 S. 110th St - LaVista, NE 68128
402-597-4915

klofquist@esucc.org

First National Capital Markets
Tobin Buchanan

2223 2nd Ave - Kearney, NE 68848
308-234-7211

tbuchanan@fnni.com

Fisher Tracks, Inc.
Jordan Fisher

1192 235th St - Boone, IA 50036
515-432-3191

jfisher@fishertracks.com

Haldeman-Homme
Kalia Vang

430 Industrial Blvd. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

kvan@haldemanhomme.com

Hamilton Information Systems
Adam Jurgens

1006 12th St - Aurora, NE 68818
402-694-5101

adam.jurgens@hamiltontel.com

Hausmann Construction Inc.
Ashley Abramson

8885 Executive Woods Dr #1
Lincoln, NE 68512

402-438-3230
ashleya@hausmannconstruction.com

Heartland Pella
Andrew Logue

2224 N Broadwell - Grand Island, NE 68803
308-384-0800

Heartland Seating Inc.
Carroll Sliva

11222 Johnson Dr - Shawnee, KS 66203
913-268-0069

sales@heartlandseating.com

Horace Mann Companies
Keith Jorgensen

617 W Stolley Park Rd
Grand Island, NE 68801

402-290-3116
keith.jorgensen@horacemann.com

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Mickey Boell

1900 S Batavia Ave - Geneva, IL 60134
630-845-5939

mickey.boell@hmhco.com

Humanex Ventures
Angelina Cunning

2900 S. 70 St - Ste 100 - Lincoln, NE 68506
402-486-1102

angelina.cunning@humanexventures.com

ICON Architectural Group
Kyle Kvamme

1230 P St - Ste 200 - Lincoln, NE 68509
701-772-4266

kylek@iconarchitects.com

Inter-State Studios Publishing Co.
Mike Carl

3500 Snyder Ave - Sedalia, MO 65301
800-821-7923

mcarl@inter-state.com

IXL Learning
Daniel Kalafat

777 Mariner’s Island Blvd. - Ste 600
San Mateo, CA 94404

danielk@ixl.com

Joseph R. Hewgley & Assoc. Inc.
Ryan Stearns

702 S Bailey Ave - North Platte, NE 69101
308-534-4983

ryan@jrharchitecture.com

Kansas City Audio Visual
Dustin Frank

PO Box 24570 - 7535 Troost Ave
Kansas City, KS 64131

816-333-5300
tradeshows@kcav.com

Kingery Construction Co.
Rod Berens

201 N 46th St - Lincoln, NE 68503
402-465-4400

rodb@kccobuilders.com

Lunchtime Solutions, Inc.
Susan Gracey
PO Box 2022

North Sioux City, SD 57049
605-235-0939

s.gracey@lunchtimesolutions.com

Magnum Builders
Zach Yount 

310 E Cloverly - Fremont, NE 68025
402-719-7416

magnumbuilder@gmail.com

Master’s Transportation, Inc.
Mike Baumgartner

800 Quik Trip Way - Belton, MO 64012
816-318-9988

mbaumgartner@masterstransportation.com

McCarthy Building Companies, Inc
Amy Thompson

14217 Dayton Circle - Ste 8
Omaha, NE 68137

402-501-7054
AThompson@mccarthy.com

Mid States School Bus, Inc.
Dean Carroll

216 W. 1st St - Wayne, NE 68787
402-375-2887

deanc@midstatesschoolbus.com

Mid West 3D Solutions
Tim Watters

1018 8th St - PMB-22 - Boone, IA 50036
888-509-0690

twatters@mw3ds.com

Mid-States School Equipment Co. Inc.
Charlie Burt

810 C NW Main St
Lees Summit, MO 64086

816-282-7838
cburt@msseci.com

Moss Enterprises
Tracy Doherty

5408 NW 88th St - Ste 120
Johnston, IA 50131

319-310-0798
tracy@mossent.com

MTT Co. dba Midwest Tennis & Track Co.
Corey Curnyn

PO Box 161 - 22 S Main
Denison, IA 51442

712-263-3554
corey@midwesttennisandtrack.com



Your partner in K–12 online learning solutions
Our online courses and learning solutions support Nebraska teachers 
and administrators in doing what they do best, unlocking student 
potential and transforming schools.

edgenuity.com | 877.7CLICKS

CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS
National Insurance Services

Steve Ott
9202 W. Dodge Rd - Suite 202

Omaha, NE 68114
402-627-3660

Sott@nisbenefits.com

Navitas
Nick Rosenberry

16706 Marcy Cir - Omaha, NE 68118
402-840-0370

nrosenberry@navitas.us.com

Nebraska Association for the Gifted
Kristen Job

16921 Colony Dr - Omaha, NE 68136
402-802-3556

negifted@gmail.com

Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association
Jeff Mulder

5700 Seward Ave - Lincoln, NE 68507
402-651-4252

jeff@nebrconcagg.com

Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund
Barry Ballou

5801 Quail Ridge Ave - Hastings, NE 68901
402-705-0350

balloub@pfm.com

Nebraska Safety Center
Erin Howard

1917 W 24 St - WSCT 227E
Kearney, NE 68849

308-865-8256
howarder@unk.edu

Nebraska/Central Equipment Inc.
Tyler Cox

PO Box 3 - 112 N Apollo St
Alda, NE 68810
308-341-2473

tyler@nebraskacentral.net

Network for Educator Effectiveness
Kendra Christians

University of Missouri - 2800 Maguire Blvd.
Columbia, MO 68211

573-882-0023
ChristiansK@missouri.edu

Noresco
Pat Curnow

833 W. 59th Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64113

816-274-1114
pcurnow@noresco.com

One Source-Background Check Co.
Emma Staudenmaier

PO Box 24148 - 10842 Old Mill Rd Ste 6
Omaha, NE 68124

402-933-9999
estaudenmaier@onesourcebackground.com

OnToCollege with John Baylor
PO Box 30792 - Lincoln, NE 68503

402-475-7737
John@OnToCollege.com

Opaa! Food Management
Joyce Fisher

100 Chesterfield Business Pkwy - Ste 310
Chesterfield, MO 63005

816-210-9359
jfisher@opaafood.com

OutDoor Recreation Products
Shane Steinhoff

1055 N. 205th St - Elkhorn, NE 68022
402-289-0400

shane@outdoorrec.net

Piper Jaffray
Jay Spearman

14301 FNB Parkway - Suite 100
Omaha, NE 68154

jay.a.spearman@pjc.com



CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

Will & Chandler
Friendship program buddy pair

Best Buddies International creates 
opportunities for one-to-one 

friendships, integrated employment, 
leadership development and inclusive 

living for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD)

Interested in learning more or opening a 
friendship chapter in your school?

Contact nebraska@bestbuddies.org

BESTBUDDIES.ORG/NEBRASKA  

Prime Communications
Paige Miller

PO Box 131 - 22145 W Maple Rd
Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-884-6797
pmiller@primecominc.com

Prochaska & Associates
Robert Franco

11317 Chicago Cir - Omaha, NE 68154	
402-334-0755

rfranco@prochaska.us

Radio Engineering Industries Inc.
Jill Mrsnyl

6534 L St - Omaha, NE 68117
402-339-2200

tradeshows@radioeng.com

Renaissance Learning, Inc.
Heather Miller
2911 Peach St

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
800-713-1077

Heather.Miller@renaissance.com

Right Turn
Emily Benke

124 S 24th St - Ste 200 - Omaha, NE 68102
402-661-3136

ebenke@lfsneb.org

Riverside Technologies, Inc.
Katie Potter

105 Gateway Dr
North Sioux City, SD 57049

866-804-4388
kpotter@1rti.com

Sampson Construction
Joseph Young

3730 S 14th St - Lincoln, NE 68502
402-434-5450

joseph.young@sampson-construction.com

SectorNow
Craig Lutz-Priefert

1301 Manchester Dr - Lincoln, NE 68528
402-423-2444

craig@sectornow.com

Sheppard’s Business Interiors
Ken Sigmon

725 S 72nd St - Omaha, NE 68114
402-393-8888

ksigmon@sbi-omaha.com

SOCS Websites & FES Services
Daniel Kunzman

1300 O St - Lincoln, NE 68508
800-850-8397
dank@fes.org

Sodexo, Inc.
Amy Oliver

11044 Research Blvd. - Ste B-350
Austin, TX 78759

512-660-8195
amy.oliver@sodexo.com

Sparq Data Solutions
Nicole Kobus

1311 Stockwell St - Lincoln, NE 68502
402-817-0294

nkobus@nasbonline.org



CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

Will & Chandler
Friendship program buddy pair

Best Buddies International creates 
opportunities for one-to-one 

friendships, integrated employment, 
leadership development and inclusive 

living for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD)

Interested in learning more or opening a 
friendship chapter in your school?

Contact nebraska@bestbuddies.org

BESTBUDDIES.ORG/NEBRASKA  

Specialized Engineering Solutions
Jeremy Klima

10360 Ellison Cir - Omaha, NE 68134
402-991-5520

jklima@specializedeng.com

Taher Inc.
Erin Marissa

5570 Smetana Dr
Minnetonka, MN 55343

952-945-0505
E.marissa@taher.com

Talacko Safety Solutions
Dustin Talacko

7078 Girard St - Omaha, NE 68152
402-968-3712

talackosafetysolutions@outlook.com

The Clark Enersen Partners
Bob Everitt

1010 Lincoln Mall Ste 200
Lincoln, NE 68508

402-477-9291
bob.everitt@clarkenersen.com

The Mohawk Group
Jon Jorgensen

1207 S 200th Ave - Omaha, NE 68130
402-321-3564

jon_jorgensen@mohawkind.com

The Schemmer Assoc. Inc.
Terry Wood

1044 N 115th St - Ste 300
Omaha, NE 68154

402-493-4800
twood@schemmer.com

The Trane Company
Larry Cihal

11937 Portal Rd - Ste 100
La Vista, NE 68128

402-699-8755

Tremco Roofing & Building Maintenance
Jim Wolfsohn

11923 Jackson Rd - Omaha, NE 68154
816-716-7345

jwolfsohn@tremcoinc.com

Truck Center Companies - Omaha
Steve Kreinbring

14321 Cornhusker Rd - Omaha, NE 68138
402-592-0440

skreinbring@truckcentercompanies.com

TSP, Inc.
Dwayne Meyer

3906 Farnam St - Omaha, NE 68131
402-493-8997

meyerdr@teamtsp.com

UNK Transitional Certification Program
Wendy McCarty

COE Building B114 - 1615 W. 24th St
Kearney, NE 68849

308-865-8074
mccartywl@unk.edu

VS America
Scot Morris

5062 S. 108th St. #214
Omaha, NE 68137

704-378-6500
s.morris@vsamerica.com



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
 

E - BREAKOUT SESSIONS
9:15 TO 10:15AM

E1  EARLY LEARNING IN NEBRASKA
E2  MAKING A CONNECTION BETWEEN HOME & SCHOOL
E3  HOT TOPICS IN SCHOOL LAW
E4  COMPREHENSIVE MENTAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
E5  BOARD MEETINGS & MEETING TECHNOLOGY
E6  2020/2021 EHA PLAN UPDATES
E7  TEACHER/COACH - STUDENT BOUNDARY ISSUES

F - BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
10:30 TO 11:30AM

 

F1  RULE 10: WHAT BOARD MEMBERS NEED TO KNOW
F2  TEAMMATES: BUILDING SCHOOL TO COMMUNITY
F3  PAIN IN THE APP, V. 5.0
F4  360 SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION
F5  NAVIGATING SOCIAL MEDIA PROBLEMS
F6  PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS IN CAREER PATHWAYS
F7  NEGOTIATIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS
F8  STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

YOUR OPINION IS IMPORTANT TO US!  

VISIT WWW.NASBONLINE.ORG 
TO FILL OUT THE EVALUATION FORM

THE 2019 EVALUATION IS ONLINE

2019 STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE  |  NOVEMBER 20-22

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
A - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  9:45 TO 10:45AM 

A1  A CONVERSATION WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
A2  COMPREHENSIVE PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF
A3  HOT TOPICS IN SCHOOL LAW
A4  INTEGRATING CTE IN YOUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY
A5  SCHOOL FACILITY CONSTRUCTION:  FINANCING, DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
A6  NON-PROFIT LEARNING CENTER AND DAYCARE WITHIN A PUBLIC SCHOOL
A7  SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS
A8  LESSONS LEARNED THROUGH THE NORTH BEND FLOOD OF 2019
A9  ACADEMIES FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL - PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS
A10  STAYING IN YOUR LANE 

 
B - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  11:15AM TO 12:15PM 

B1  IT’S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL!
B2 IF NOT US, THEN WHO?  YEAR TWO:  WELLNESS FOR ALL
B3  LEGAL AND PRACTICAL ANSWERS TO SUPPORT EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
B4  NSAA UPDATE
B5  CAN THEY SAY THAT? PUBLIC COMMENT AT OPEN MEETINGS
B6  A RIVER FLOWED THROUGH IT
B7  BUILDING THE FUTURE THROUGH STUDENT LEADERSHIP
B8  STRANGER THINGS OF SCHOOL FINANCE
B9  ”IF YOU BUILD IT”...OPTION ENRICHMENT FRIDAYS
B10  LET’S TALK CYBER SECURITY!

C - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  2:15 TO 3:15PM
C1  A CONVERSATION WITH THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
C2  ROLE OF THE SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER/LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONER
C3  YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN .. INFORMED (ABOUT SRO’S)
C4  360 SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION
C5  WHAT BOARD MEMBERS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT EVALUATION OF EMPLOYEES
C6  NEBRASKA CENTER FOR ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL STUDIES - NCAPS
C7  BOARD MEMBER ADVOCACY
C8  BOARD POLICIES: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY
C9  STUDENT VOICES
C10  PROMOTING OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS – MORE IMPORTANT NOW THAN EVER BEFORE!

 
D - BREAKOUT SESSIONS  |  3:30 TO 4:30PM 

D1  DYNAMIC BOARD RETREATS
D2  NEBRASKA’S SCHOOL LANDS:  A MAGNIFICENT ENDOWMENT
D3  SPECIAL ED: WHAT BOARD MEMBERS NEEDS TO KNOW
D4  NEW CLASSES, PROJECTS AND EQUIPMENT THROUGH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
D5  LEGISLATURE RECAP & WHAT IT MEANS FOR 2020
D6  LEADING QUALITY PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH INTENSIVE NEEDS
D7  STUDENT JOURNALISM, PUBLIC FORUMS, AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT
D8  HOW THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND FOUNDATION CAN LEVERAGE THEIR MISSIONS 

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN OMAHA 
SSID: STATECONFERENCE19     PASSWORD: OMAHA2019     HASHTAG: #LIVENASB



piperjaffray.com
Since 1895. Member SIPC and NYSE. © 2019 Piper Jaffray & Co. 7/19 CM-19-0923

Piper Jaffray is a leading financial and underwriting firm serving the needs 
of Nebraska educational agencies. We provide tailored financing solutions 
by structuring and underwriting: 

To learn more, contact:

Bruce Lefler
Managing Director
+1 402 599-3248
bruce.d.lefler@pjc.com

Brad Slaughter
Senior Vice President
+1 402 499-3709
bradley.j.slaughter@pjc.com

To learn more, contact:

Scott Keene
Managing Director
+1 402 440-7734
scott.d.keene@pjc.com

Jay Spearman
Senior Vice President
+1 402 599-0307
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Choose a 
Who Knows Nebraska 
Education Finance

Partner

•   General Obligation Bonds  •   Bond Anticipation Notes

•   Debt Refinancing/Restructuring •   Lease Purchase Financings   

•   Tax Anticipation Notes 
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