
The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides services to School Boards to strengthen public education for all Nebraska children.

BOARD NOTES
J U L Y  2 0 1 7

A monthly publication from the Nebraska Association of School Boards

Madison Public Schools
Board of Education

Harlow Hanson- President
Jane Daberkow

Jim Knapp
Deb Neidig
Jim Reeves
Steve Ruh

Alan Ehlers - Superintendent

Home of the Dragons

Enrollment = 506
NASB Region #16

www.madison.esu8.org

Madison Bridges Community and Public Education
Madison Public Schools, located in Northeast Nebraska, has the 
motto: We Are Madison: Where Kids Come First!  

Madison is a diverse community of approximately 2,300 people, 
celebrating 150 years this August, with a district makeup whose 
student body is over 80% diverse and 80% of the students qualify 
for Free or Reduced lunches. 

The district offers a successful Migrant program and annually hosts Bi-National Teachers from 
Mexico to help with their School programs.  With that, a high percentage of Madison students over the  
 last five years are first time graduates, meaning they are the first person from their family to  
 receive their high school diploma.

Madison boasts Graduation Rates above the state average, the elementary school was 
recognized as a Title I Distinguished School in 2016; the district Received the 2016 
TeamMates Gold Standard award; and the district was recognized by the Nebraska Latino 
American Commission with the 2015 “Organization Award”. 

None of this could be done without the work of a strong board, and community support.  
Along with the board, administration and teaching staff, the commitment and dedication 
from parents, businesses, and community members to provide strong educational 
opportunities for all of Madison’s children has been key to their success. 

DID YOU KNOW ... 
OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS 15% OF MADISON GRADUATES 

ARE FIRST IN THE FAMILY TO GRADUATE!

Upcoming Events
Legislative Lunches

August 7  |  Grand Island
August 29  |  Chadron

NASB/NASA Labor Relations
September 6-7  |  Lincoln

Area Membership Meetings
August 28  |  Valentine

August 29  |  Gering
August 30  |  North Platte

August 31  |  Kearney
September 13  |  York

September 20  |  Norfolk
September 27  |  Fremont

October 4  |  Nebraska City
October 11  |  Omaha



Creating a More Diverse Nebraska Workforce at UNMC

2 Great things happening at your schools?  Let us know, and share your success!  #liveNASB
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Five recent high school graduates took the time to share their experiences with something they all feel has had an incredible impact on not 
only who they are now, but where they plan to be in the future.

UNMC’s High School Alliance is a health science enrichment program currently offered to area students from public schools in the Omaha-
metro area.  

It is a one-year program* where Juniors and Seniors leave their current campus to take classes at UNMC every day from 1:00 to 3:00 PM.  
And not just in one class with other high school students.  The classes are all over the UNMC campus to expose the students to true college 
life. *(Select Juniors may apply to return for a 2nd year.)

THE HISTORY
In 2008, Bob Bartee, the Vice Chancellor for External Affairs at UNMC  had the idea to have a full time high school on the UNMC campus.  
Every day.  All day.  This was met with some resistance by the area districts who did not want to give up their best students.  From here, the 
current afternoon format was put in place for the 2010-11 school year.  

The program’s first year saw 32 students participate. This 
past year, the program was at its capacity with 65 students.

All classes are co-taught by UNMC faculty and certified 
Nebraska teachers to allow the students to receive their high 
school credits, in a setting that mimics what it is like to go 
to medical school, pharmacy school, etc, giving them that 
experience at a younger age.  The Alliance offers exposure 
to students in all parts of healthcare, not just nursing or 
becoming a physician. 

Students choose from four of the classes below for the 
academic year:
 •  Behavioral Health
 •  Biology and Prevention of Cancer
 •  Biomedical Research
 •  Dimensions of Community Health
 •  Exploration of Human Anatomy
 •  Human Genetics
 •  The Study of Patient Care
 •  Infectious Diseases
 •  Pathology
 •  Pharmaceutical Sciences

The program is funded by the Sherwood Foundation, who cover all program costs including supplies, uniforms, badges, and more. UNMC 
contributes the faculty and classroom space in-kind, and Omaha Public Schools provides the teachers. 

THE ALUMNI
We met with five former students to hear firsthand how the experience has shaped their current and future path, and whether that path still 
includes medicine.  Here is what they had to say:
 •  Jon Kent, Omaha Burke ‘16, now at UNL, working to become an Orthopedic Surgeon
 •  Brianna Shaw, Omaha Burke ‘14, now at UNL, wants to work in Internal Medicine 
 •  Elijahiana Parker, Omaha Central ‘16, now at UNL, wants to become a Pediatrician 
 •  Jesus Perez, Omaha South ‘15, now at Creighton on a Gates Millennial Scholarship, wants to become a Surgical Oncologist
 •  Sydney Kirkpatrick, Omaha Burke ‘17, now at Creighton, wants to become a Pediatrician, or work in Pediatric Pharmacy

“Once you hear UNMC, and all the program offered, I knew I wanted to take this path,” said Jon Kent. “There are so many great opportunities 
in various aspect of the medical field. Everything is hands on, the anatomy lab, real life learning, practical exams, identifying bones, working 
with cadavers to identify various muscles, items you can’t get in the traditional classroom setting.” 
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UNMC High School Alliance Program ...

Worrying about the budget pinch?  By next school year, be a member of NJUMP/CJUMP. Contact Jim Luebbe at jluebbe@NASBonline.org to learn more!

Elijahiana added, “I knew I wanted to do something in medicine, this program gave me the opportunities to find out what I had a knack for.” 

An ‘A-Ha’ moment for Jesus, “… taking my first pathology exam, I received the worst score I'd ever gotten on a test. It was eye-opening.  I 
knew I had not studied as much as I should have. I came back and got a 100 on the next test. You learn the importance, and how to study 
very quickly.” 

Sydney followed up Jesus’s comments, “The tests were really challenging, not simply multiple choice. More hands on. You really learn and 
remember the techniques when you’re in a setting of doing.” 

Brianna closed, stating, “Everything is very in depth. You’re taught to think about how this 
will impact patients.”

Kaschke supported all of the student’s thoughts stressing that the overall mission of the 
program is to create a more diverse Nebraska workforce, and to get them ready for their 
undergrad and then ideally to get the students back to UNMC after that, but she added, 
“Whether they go to UNMC or somewhere else, that is a win for us and this program.”  
 
Kaschke continued, “When we set the program up, we chose not to go the AP route to 
give us a more robust, challenging, flexible curriculum. If faculty decide on a whim that 
they want to go look at brains in the anatomy lab, they can. The courses themselves are of 
the same AP difficulty, maybe beyond, but without the constraints.  My advice is to not be 
afraid to allow your program to be out of the box and teach what you know. It has kept our 
students more interested, and they seem to have some fun with it.” 
 
THE FUTURE
The UNMC High School Alliance program is looking to expand outside of the Omaha-
metro area.  They are applying for eLearning grants, and want to take the curriculum to 
then push the lessons across the state.  Ideally, a high school teacher in Chadron, McCook, 
Ainsworth, anywhere could log into an account and gain access, while then working with 
healthcare professionals in their area to provide students the hands-on experience of the 
industry. 

All five students raved about their experience, and how it has shaped who they are and 
where want to be.  All would definitely do it again, if given the opportunity.

To learn more about the UNMC High School Alliance program, and see how it may work in 
your district or ESU, contact Heidi Kaschke at 402-559-1358, or hkaschke@unmc.edu .  You 
can also visit the High School Alliance website at www.unmc.edu/alliance.

JON KENT

SYDNEY KIRKPATRICK

ELIJAHIANA PARKERBRIANNA SHAWJESUS PEREZ



Lunch, Lunch, Meet, Lunch, Lunch, Legislature

4 Advocate:  For My District, For My Community, For Nebraska

The Legislature convened Sine die on May 23, but as we state over and over, the 
Legislature is year-round!  Since then, NASB has been busy seeing how the dust 
settled with the 2017 sessions, while also looking towards both the 2018 session, 
and beyond. 

NASB has continued the monthly Legislative Lunches hosted in Lincoln during 
session, taking them on the road this summer.  Our first stop was in Norfolk in June, 
with a stop in North Platte this July.  Incredible attendance, as well as networking 
and communication at all!

Mark your calendars, and join us for two upcoming Legislative Lunches in August, 
the first in Grand Island at the Career Pathways Institute, Monday, August 7th, 
starting at 11:30 AM.  Later in the month, we will be in Chadron on Tuesday, 
August 29th at 11:30 AM as well!  Please RSVP to mbelka@NASBonline.org if you 
would like to attend.  

Earlier this month, the NASB Legislation Committee also met for their annual 
meeting to review the previous session, and preview the upcoming session.  Here, 
committee members discussed NASB’s role in creating a vision for Nebraska’s future 
and how to get Nebraska’s 1,724 school board members actively engaged within 
their communities, analyzed recent survey information sent to all board members 
on property taxes, reviewed the Association’s current Legislative Resolutions to 
build a roadmap for next year’s offensive strategy, and much more.  

With so much going on, inside and outside the Capitol, it is imperative to stay in 
front of the action year-round.

2017-18 NASB LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
The NASB Board of Directors has approved the elections and appointment of 

members of the Legislation Committee. Each member is elected for a three-year 
term. Legislation Committee seats are organized by grouping like-sized districts 

by student enrollment numbers. This year’s Committee is as follows:

Lanny Boswell - 2017 President-Elect - Chair

Linda Richards - 2017 President

Steve Blocher - 2017 Vice President

Lou Ann Goding - Member #1 - Omaha

Ben Perlman - Member #2 - Omaha

Lacey Merica - Member #3 - Omaha

Connie Duncan - Member #4 - Lincoln

Kathy Danek - Member #5 - Lincoln

Linda Poole - Member #6 - Millard

Dan Brosz - Member #7 - Grand Island

Beth Morrissette - Member #8 - Westside

Tim Higgins - Member #9 - Kearney

Tresha Rodgers - Member #10 - Ralston

Laura Schneider - Member #11 - Hastings

Larry Grosshans - Member #12 - Norris

James O’Rourke - Member #13 - Chadron

Lisa Wagner - Member #14 - Central City

Steve Koch - Member #15 - Hershey

Jim Vlach - Member #16 - Lyons-Decatur

Christopher Waddle - Member #17 - Giltner

Glen Larsen - Member #18 - ESU #9/NESUBA

Dana Blakely - Region 2 Director - Westside

Pat Conway-Boyd - Region 8 Director - Papillion La Vista

Brad Wilkins - Region 15 Director - Ainsworth

Patti Gubbels - Region 16 Director - Norfolk



5

Summer Workshop Recap!  #liveNASB

Searching for a new Administrator? Contact Shari Becker at 800-422-4572 or visit www.NASBsuptsearch.org

July saw a number of meetings and workshops across Nebraska, including the NAEP Annual Workshops, Open Meetings Law workshops, 
and a new venture with the Nebraska State Bar Association, a seminar on the Intersection of School Law & Juvenile Law.  It was incredible 
seeing so many people take time out of their summer to join us.  The learning and networking opportunities for school board members, 
administrators and administrative professionals is year round, and it is always great to hit the road and see everyone.  It is always fun too, to 
be able to conduct meetings within the walls of our schools and administration buildings.  Thanks so much to Thayer Central Elementary, 
North Platte High School, Scottsbluff High School, Kearney High School, The Career Academy – Lincoln, Blair Administration Office, and 
the Norfolk Public Schools Administration Building for your hospitality.  

TAKEAWAYS FROM NAEP:
•  Great table sessions for members to collaborate in finding solutions to common problems
•  Members furthered their expertise with Excel with an interactive training session 
•  Picked up some great tips on office and desk organization, and how to manage responsibilities proficiently 
•  Networked with fellow members and discussed the many similarities and differences of their jobs

TAKEAWAYS FROM THE STATE BAR SEMINAR:
Held at the University of Nebraska College of Law, attendees heard from leading experts on topics ranging from: School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Panel, Diverting School-Based Offenses from the Juvenile Justice System, The Educational Needs of Children in Out-of-Home Care, The 
Role of the Guardian ad Litem and Defense Attorney in Educational Advocacy, and Special Education and Students with Disabilities.  Look 
for similar seminars in the future!

TAKEAWAYS FROM THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW WORKSHOPS:
With Nebraska law requiring all public bodies to comply with the Open Meetings Act, Matt Dunning, NASB’s Legal Counsel, and members 
of the Nebraska Council of School Attorneys, including Larry Baumann, Jerald Ostdiek, Karen Haase, Bobby Truhe, Tim Malm, Kelley 
Baker, Jim Gessford, David Kramer, Megan Neiles-Brasch, and Nicholas Lesiak, conducted workshops across Nebraska.  Topics included 
an interactive analysis of factual scenarios based on Attorney General disposition letters and questions received by NASB!  Thanks to all of 
those who came out and participated in some phenomenal back and forth discussion.  

State Bar SeminarNAEP Open Meetings Law



Seeking Nominations for NASB Board of Directors

tel 800.608.3645 ext. 411 
oscc@onesourcebackground.com
onesourcebackground.com

A comprehensive site access program. This 
program verifies each of the contractors 
entering your school passed the same 
extensive background check. Best of all,  
site participation in the program is FREE.

Contact us to get started today!

Checking Contractors to the Highest Standard

FOLLOW US:

Nomination forms for seats on the NASB Board of Directors will be emailed this month.  

This year, Regions 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, and 17 will be contested. 

NASB region directors are called from 19 geographically based regions, determined every decade based on the 
results of the Legislature’s redistricting process.  Once all nomination forms are received by the August 25th 
deadline, ballots will be mailed to the regions with two or more nominations. The new directors will assume their 
seats after the 2017 Delegate Assembly in November. 

The following is a list of the seats that are up for election (or appointment*), as well as the incumbent.

                • Region 2 – Dana Blakely, Westside*

                • Region 5 – Connie Duncan, Lincoln*

                • Region 8 – Pat Conway-Boyd, Papillion La Vista*

                • Region 11 – Jim Vlach, Lyons-Decatur Northeast

                • Region 14 – Sandy Noffsinger, Dundy County Stratton

                • Region 17 – Richard Dohma, Ponca

This is a great opportunity to expand your leadership horizons by serving on a statewide board committed to 
providing resources to other school and ESU board members. The director positions are elected to three-year terms 
and require attendance at five NASB Board of Director meetings each year, along with other responsibilities. Please 
visit http://members.nasbonline.org/bod/SitePages/Regions.aspx for specifics regarding the region in which your 
district or ESU resides.  

Any additional questions may be emailed to Sallie Svatora at ssvatora@NASBonline.org.



Area Membership Meetings
August 28  |  Valentine
August 29  |  Gering
August 30  |  North Platte
August 31  |  Kearney
September 13  |  York
September 20  |  Norfolk
September 27  |  Fremont
October 4  |  Nebraska City
October 11  |  Omaha 

Training, Recognition, Networking, Vision. These annual meetings provide an excellent opportunity for board members and administrators 
to network with other school leaders in their region.  Vision & Training Session topics include: Continuing the Vision, One Vision – One 
State; The Board’s Role in Developing Resilient Students; The Master Key to Managing Your Board Meetings!; Educating and Equipping 
Board Members; Communicating the Capitol to the Community; Negotiations – Timing and Data are Everything!; and Can We Talk?

Labor Relations Conference
September 6-7  |  Lincoln

Whether you’re a novice at the bargaining table or an experienced negotiator, this conference 
will provide the latest information in the labor relations arena.  This conference is presented 
annually, each September.

Sparq Data Solutions Tailgate Party
October 7  |  Lincoln

Join SparqData for the 2nd annual Tailgate Party, Saturday, October 7, prior to the Wisconsin 
game!  Play some bean bag toss or ladder ball and enjoy sliced brisket, pulled pork, smoked 
pastrami, plus a number of sides, snacks, and beverages.  Mark your calendar!

 

99th Annual State Education Conference
Leadership Starts Here

November 15-17  |  La Vista

This conference, presented annually the week prior to Thanksgiving, offers school leaders the 
latest in educational information and technology through such activities as preconference 
workshops, keynote presentations, breakout sessions, and commercial exhibits. 2017 
keynotes include Alex Sheen, and John O’Leary.  Look for the full brocure to be posted online 
and mailed out shortly!  REGISTRATION OPENS SEPTEMBER 3RD!

3 days ... 2 Pre-conference Sessions ... 3 Keynote speakers ... 50 breakout sessions
90+ Exhibitors ... 1,000 Networking Opportunities

7

Training, Networking & Events

Great things happening at your schools?  Let us know, and share your success!

Join NASB, as we tour the state for various workshops, meetings and events throughout the year.  

To learn more, and register for all, visit the Events tab of www.NASBonline.org 

TAILGATE PARTY
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2017

99TH ANNUAL STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE  |  NOVEMBER 15-17, 2017

LA VISTA CONFERENCE CENTER/EMBASSY SUITES
CO-SPONSORED BY THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS AND  

THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

LEADERSHIP 
STARTS HERE!
LEADERSHIP 
STARTS HERE!
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NASB Affiliates

To advertise in Board Notes or become an NASB Affiliate contact Matt Belka at mbelka@NASBonline.org or 800-422-4572

EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE

Cornhusker State Industries 
Travis Atwood - 402-471-4597

Brian Markham - 402-471-1272 | 800-348-7537
travis.atwood  /  brian.markham@nebraska.gov

www.corrections.nebraska.gov/csi
(Office & Library Furniture, Chairs, File 

Cabinets, Tables, Awards & Student Seating)

Sheppard’s Business Interiors
Ken Sigmon - 402-393-8888

ksigmon@sbi-omaha.com  |  www.sbi-omaha.com
(Furniture, Space Planning, Asset Management)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Ameritas Investment Corp. 
Jay Spearman - jspearman@ameritas.com 

Scott Keene - skeene@ameritas.com 
Brad Slaughter - bslaughter@ameritas.com 
Marc Munford -  mmunford@ameritas.com 

Bruce Lefler - blefler@amertias.com 
Dallas Watkins -   dallas.watkins@ameritas.com 

800-700-2362 / 402-384-8088
(Bonds, Refunding Bonds, QCPUF Bonds, 

TANs, NASB Lease-Purchase)

D.A. Davidson & Co.  
Paul Grieger - 402-392-7986

pgrieger@dadco.com 
Cody Wickham - 402-392-7989

cwickham@dadco.com
Andy Forney - 402-392-7988

aforney@dadco.com
www.davidsoncompanies.com/Ficm

(Bond Financing/Election Services, Lease Purchase)

Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund - NLAF 
Barry Ballou - 402-705-0350 

balloub@pfm.com | www.NLAFpool.org
(Liquid Asset Fund, financing programs)

Nebraska Public Agency Investment Trust 
Becky Ferguson - 402-323-1334 

becky.ferguson@ubt.com | www.npait.com
(Investment tool providing liquidity and safety.)

Union Bank and Trust Co.
Jennifer Ainsworth - 402-323-1815

jennifer.ainsworth@ubt.com
www.ubt.com/health

(Financial Services, Banking)

Wells Fargo Bank 
Andrew J. Detlefsen - 402-434-6701
andrew.j.detlefsen@wellsfargo.com

www.wellsfargo.com
(Financial Services, Banking)

ACCOUNTING

Watts and Hershberger, P.C. 
Jim Watts - 402-483-7512

jw1cpa@aol.com | www.gowh.com
(CPA, Accounting)

ARCHITECTS

Bahr Vermeer Haecker Architects 
Jim Berg  |  402-475-4551

jberg@bvh.com  |  www.bvh.com
(Architecture)

BCDM Architects 
Kevin Schluckebier - 402-384-6414

kschluckebier@bcdm.net | www.bcdm.net
(Educational Facility Planning, Architectural, 

Interior Design, Structural) 

Cannon Moss Brygger Architects 
Brad Kissler - 308-384-4444

kissler.b@cmbaarchitects.com 
Jim Brisnehan | www.cmbaarchitects.com

(Architecture, interiors, planning)

Carlson West Povondra Architects
Jon Carolson - 402-551-1500
jcarlson@cwparchitects.com

Jamie Eckmann - 402-551-1500
jeckmann@cwparchitects.com

www.cwparchitects.com
(Architecture, planning, feasibility studies)

DLR Group 
Vanessa Schutte - 402-393-4100

vschutte@dlrgroup.com | www.dlrgroup.com
(Architecture, engineering, Ed. facility planning)

The Schemmer Associates Inc. 
Terry Wood, AIA - 402-493-4800

twood@schemmer.com  |  www.schemmer.com
Molly Macklin  |  mmacklin@schemmer.com

(Architecture, engineering, educational 
facility planning)

AWARDS & PLAQUES

Awards Unlimited 
Larry King - 402-474-0815

larryking@awardsunlimited.com 
www.awardsunlimited.com

(Trophies, awards, plaques, etc.)

BUILDING CONTROLS/SERVICES

Control Management Inc.
Nathan Haug - 402-571-9454

nathan@cmiomaha.com  |  www.cmiomaha.com
(Building Automation, Security and Energy 
Optimization for New and Existing Systems) 

BUILDING CONTROLS/SERVICES

Duro-Last Roofing
Mark Akagi - 785-232-6563

mark@morrisgrup.com | www.duro-last.com
(Representative for Duro-Last roofing system)

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

A-Lert Roof Systems
Bill Connors  |  800-344-0609

www.alertroofsystems.com
(Commercial Standing Seam Metal Roofs)

Boyd Jones Construction 
Mark Pfister - 402-553-1804

mpfister@boydjones.biz  |  www.boydjones.biz
(Construction Management, Pre-Bond,  
Pre-Construction, Facility Evaluation,  

Early Stage Planning)

Fisher Tracks, Inc. 
Jordan Fisher - 800- 432-3191 / 515-432-3191

jfisher@fishertracks.com | www.fishertracks.com
(Installation, Refurbishment & Design Build of 

All-Weather Running Tracks)

Midwest Door and Hardware
Curt Pospisil - 402-464-6348 

www.midwestdoor.net
(Commercial Doors, Hardware, Installation & 

Repair Services, Emergency Lockdown Solutions)

ENERGY SERVICES

Ameresco, Inc.
David Goebel - 308-392-3283/402-370-8822

dgoebel@ameresco.com  |  www.ameresco.com
(Capital Improvements, Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy Solutions for Buildings)

CenterPoint Energy Services, Inc.
Brenda Christensen - 888-710-4707

brenda.christensen@centerpointenergy.com 
www.centerpointenergy.com  |  (Natural gas)

Navitas
Nick Rosenberry - 402-840-0370

nrosenberry@navitas.us.com
www.navitas.us.com

(Energy-Efficiency. Resource Conservation Solutions)

TRANE 
Dave Raymond - 402-331-7111/402-452-7762

dave.raymond@trane.com
www.trane.com/omaha

(Building Construction & Energy Services)



NASB Affiliates

99 Does your district have ALICAP? For more information, or to join please contact: Megan Boldt |  mboldt@NASBonline.org

Board Notes is published on a monthly basis 
as a member service.  Advertising is available 

in every issue.  To advertise or become an 
Affiliate, please contact Matt Belka for further 
information.  Articles or advertising contained 
herein do not necessarily represent the views or 

policies of NASB.

Nebraska Association of School Boards
1311 Stockwell Street - Lincoln, NE 68502
Matt Belka, Editor  |  John Spatz, Publisher

www.NASBonline.org

www.twitter.com/NASBonline

www.facebook.com/NASBonline

https://vimeo.com/194260783

Gold Affiliate Silver Affiliate

SAFETY & SECURITY SERVICES

Midwest Door and Hardware
Curt Pospisil - 402-464-6348 

www.midwestdoor.net
(Lockdown Interior & Exterior Doors  

Within 10 Seconds.  Notify Police)

One Source The Background Check Company
Nick Jasa - 800-608-3645  

info@onesourcebackground.com 
www.onesourcebackground.com

(Employment, Volunteer, Contractor Screening)

School Security Services 
Tom Nesbitt - 402-325-1019

tnesbitt@nesbittassociates.com 
www.nesbittassociates.com

(Safety Plans, Safety Training, Facility 
Assessments, other Safety Security Services)

TECHNOLOGY/SOFTWARE

Bishop Business/Laserfiche Paperless Solutions
Kathy Gentile - 402-935-3655

kathy.gentile@bbec.com  |  www.bbec.com
(Paperless solutions, Laserfiche Document 

Mgmt Software, Scanning & Consulting Service)

Go Solutions
Matthew Flaminio  |  800-260-2544
matthew.flaminio@gosolutions.net

www.gosolutions.net
(Custom Software & Consulting for  

School-Based Medicaid Reimbursement)

Sparq Data Solutions
Craig Caples - 402-423-4951 

ccaples@sparqdata.com 
www.sparqdata.com 

(Paperless Board Meetings, Teacher 
Negotiations, Public Document Management,  

Document Imaging & Scanning)

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Unite Private Networks 
Jeff Gamble - 402-401-4540
Jeff.Gamble@upnfiber.com 

www.uniteprivatenetworks.com
(District Optic Networks, Voice & Internet 

Services, 100% E-Rate approved)

FOOD SERVICE

Lunchtime Solutions
Deni Winter  |  605-235-0939 Ext 106

www.lunchtimesolutions.com
deni@lunchtimesolutions.com

(Progressive Food Service Management)

INSURANCE SERVICES

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska 
Kent Trelford-Thompson - 800-562-6394
kent.trelford-thomps@nebraskablue.com

www.bcbsne.com
(Group health insurance)

National Insurance Services  
Steve Ott - 800-627-3660

sott@nisbenefits.com | www.nisbenefits.com 
(Group LTD, Life, Vision, Special Pay Plans, HRA’s)

Public Risk Management 
Sheri Shonka - 402-884-3751 / 877-649-4612
sheri.shonka@prmne.com | www.alicap.org

(ALICAP, Insurance services)

LEGAL SERVICES

Mueller Robak, LLC
William Mueller - 402-434-3399

mueller@muellerrobak.com  |  (Lobby firm)

MECHANICAL CONSTRUCTION

Rasmussen Mechanical Services
Jennifer Coggins - 712-323-0514
jennifer.coggins@rasmech.com 

www.rasmech.com
(Your Single Source Service Provider)

PLAYGROUND/SCOREBOARDS/
SURFACING

Creative Sites, LLC 
Julie Kutilek - 402-614-4606 / 800-266-1250

jkutilek@cox.net 
(Playground equipment and site furnishings) 

Crouch Recreation
Eric Crouch - 402-496-2669

eric@crouchrec.com  |  www.crouchrec.com
(Playgrounds, Shelters, Scoreboards, Safety 

Surfacing and Site Amenities Manufacturers Rep)

Searching for Leadership? 

Through a collaborative working 
relationship with the Board of 
Education, the NASB Education 
Leadership Search Service ensures 
a highly-professional search process 
that will not only attract the very 
best applicants, but will bring credit 
to the board for the manner in which 
the search is conducted.

For Information, contact:

Shari Becker
Director of Search Service
www.NASBsuptsearch.org

800-422-4572
sbecker@NASBonline.org



To advertise your services in Board Notes contact Matt at mbelka@NASBonline.org or 800-422-457210

NASB Board of Directors & Staff

View the full directory of the Board and staff at www.NASBonline.org

Region 1
Stacie Higgins
Nebraska City Public Schools

Region 2
Dana Blakely 
Westside Community Schools

Region 18
Kim Burry
Bayard Public Schools

Region 10
Paul Brune
Heartland Community Schools

Region 19
Linda Poole
Millard Public Schools

Region 12
Laura Schneider 
Hastings Public Schools

Region 16
Patti Gubbels
Norfolk Public Schools

REGION DIRECTORS

Region 14
Sandy Noffsinger
Dundy County Stratton 
Public Schools

Jon Anderjaska
Past President

Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools

Lanny Boswell
President-Elect

Lincoln Public Schools

Region 9
Alan Moore 
ESU 3

Region 11
Jim Vlach
Lyons-Decatur Northeast

Region 13
Marilyn Bohn
Ravenna Public Schools

Region 15
Brad Wilkins
Ainsworth Community Schools

Region 17
Richard Dohma
Ponca Public Schools

Linda Richards
President

Ralston Public Schools

NASB LEADERSHIP TEAM

Region 8
Pat Conway-Boyd 
Papillion-La Vista  
Community Schools

Follow NASB On Social Media: 
www.twitter.com/NASBonline

www.facebook.com/NASBonline

Craig Caples
Director of Technology

Nicole Kobus
Client Service Manager

Jesse Sierks
Software Engineer

Jason Menagh
Software Engineer

Daniel Clarke
Systems Engineer

Lisa Steinkuhler
Executive Admin. Assistant

John Spatz
Executive Director

Sallie Svatora
Director of Operations

Rachel Horstman
Business Manager

Marcia Herring
Director of Board Leadership

Jim Luebbe 
Director of Policy Services

Shari Becker
Director of Education 

Leadership Search Service

Sharon Endorf 
Event Manager

Vicki Walter-Winters 
Legal Admin. Assistant

Matt Belka
Director of Marketing, 

Communications & Advocacy

Jen Goetz
Accounting/Data Specialist

Makenzie Brookhouser
Admin./Events Assistant

Matt Dunning
Legal Counsel

Regions 4 & 5
Kathy Danek
Lincoln Public Schools

Regions 4 & 5
Connie Duncan
Lincoln Public Schools

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Lacey Merica
Omaha Public Schools

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Yolanda Williams
Omaha Public Schools

Shane Bateman
Software Engineer

Steve Blocher
Vice President

West Point Public Schools

NASB STAFF

Will Jones
Associate Director of 

Board Leadership

Megan Boldt
Director of ALICAP Insurance

Greg Dorn
Software Engineer



Learn more on all of the above and 
more under the EVENTS tab of 

www.NASBonline.org

Access the 2018 Teacher of the Year 
Nomination Form on the NASB Homepage!

Mark Your Calendar & Register

11 www.NASBonline.org  |  www.twitter.com/NASBonline  |  www.facebook.com/NASBonline

D.A. Davidson & Co. has long been a leader in innovative 
debt financing for school districts. What we’re most proud 
of, however, are the relationships we’ve nourished and 
the strong community improvements that are made as  
a result.

Our public finance professionals take a personal interest 
and a hands-on approach, carrying every deal from start 
to finish, because you deserve solutions tailored to fit you.

1111 North 102nd Court, Suite 300  •  Omaha, NE 68114
 www.dadavidson.com/ficm | D.A. Davidson & Co. member SIPC

Building a Better Future 
with Nebraska’s Public 
Finance Partner

         

 •  Bond Underwriting Services   
 •  Lease-Purchase Financing   
 •  QCPUF Bonds

Paul Grieger 
(800) 528-5145
pgrieger@dadco.com

Cody Wickham 
(866) 809-5596

cwickham@dadco.com

Andy Forney 
(866) 809-5443
aforney@dadco.com

Andy Snyder 
(855) 694-5552
asnyder@dadco.com

NASB Legislative Lunch  |  August 7  |  Grand Island
Area Membership Meetings  |  August through October

NASB Legislative Lunch  |  August 29  |  Chadron
Labor Relations Conference  |  September 6 & 7  |  Lincoln
Ann Mactier Award Nomination Deadline  |  September 30

99th Annual State Education Conference  |  November 15-17

SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR THE ANNUAL ANN MACTIER AWARD 
RECOGNIZING ONE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER FOR THEIR 
POLICY LEADERSHIP AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO CURRICULUM AND 
INSTRUCTION IN NEBRASKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS. PLEASE CONSIDER 
NOMINATING A DESERVING BOARD MEMBER FOR THIS HONOR. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR DESERVING CANDIDATES IS FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017. FOR FURTHER DETAILS YOU MAY CONTACT 
MARCIA HERRING AT 800-422-4572.



1311 STOCKWELL STREET 
LINCOLN, NE 68502
WWW.NASBONLINE.ORG
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