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BEYOND THE PANHANDLE … 
ESU 13 Administrator, Jeff West, already covers a lot of ground, serving 21 schools in 11 counties, 
primarily in Nebraska’s panhandle.  
 
Recently he has grown that footprint to more of a national level as he brings his Nebraska perspective 
as a member of the Executive Council of the Association of Educational Service Agencies (AESA), a 
professional organization serving educational service agencies (ESUs in Nebraska) in 45 states. 

“I have had the privilege of serving on the ESU 13 Board since the early 90’s. The leadership 
that the Unit has enjoyed from the different Administrators over those years has been 
remarkable; growing from two counties to 11 with two mergers, partnerships, and new 
programs,” said board member Mark Skinner. “Dr. West brought ESU 13 to the national 
forefront as he served on the National Executive Council and now AESA.”  

“In our 50 years of existence, Dr. Jeff West is only our 4th administrator at ESU 13,” said 
Board President, Ray Richards. “From the beginning, we were impressed with his calm 
clarity combined with the ability to see into the future as it affected a myriad of aspects of 
public education.   Dr. West continually encourages the board and staff to grow and to learn 
and to ask good questions.  We are always looking to improve and be better.” 

Nationally, AESA is in the position to reach well over 80% of the public school districts, 
certified teachers, non-certified school employees, and students across the U.S. with a 
mission to support and strengthen regional ESUs through advocacy, professional growth, 
technical assistance, research, and more.  West was elected by 13 members serving on the 
AESA executive council representing four regions across the U.S. to serve as president.  His 
leadership, both in Nebraska and nation-wide is having a great impact on the work ESUs 
are able to provide to schools.  “Dr. West knows when people are at their best,” said ESU 13’s 
Director of Professional Learning, Jadie Beam.  “He is humble and doesn’t seek the credit 
or limelight, yet when the situation calls for it he can step up and rally the enthusiasm of 
our ranks. He has done this at the local and national level and continues to position ESU 
13 as a leader in our state.”

John Bass, Chief Operating Officer for AESA echoed those sentiments, “At AESA, we know 
what kind of leader, and person, Jeff really is.  We are fortunate to have him in the President 
and Past-President roles.”

Jeff, far right, is pictured with the other members of the AESA Executive Council at the 2017 
annual conference held in San Antonio last November. To learn more about AESA, visit 

http://www.aesa.us

ESU 13 
Board Members

Ray Richards, President
Diane Coon     Steve Diemoz

Pat Dobry     Don Egging
Patricia Jones     Bill Knapper

Scott Marsh     Kim Marx
Tom Millette     Mark Sinner

Rosalene Tollman

Jeff West - Administrator

Districts = 21
Alliance, Banner County, Bayard, 
Bridgeport, Chadron, Crawford, 

Creek Valley, Garden County, Gering, 
Gordon/Rushville, Hay Springs, 

Hemingford, Kimball, Leyton, Minatare, 
Mitchell, Morrill, Potter-Dix, 

Scottsbluff, Sidney, & Sioux County

NASB Region #18

www.esu13.org

Upcoming Events
Legislative Proposals 

Due July 1

Candidate Forums 
July 9  |  Auburn

July 10  |  Scottsbluff
July 12  |  Kearney
July 23  |  Wayne

July 26  |  La Vista

NAEP Workshops
July 11  |  Gering

July 12  |  Kearney
July 17  |  Lincoln
July 19  |  Norfolk



1WQ ... And You!

2 Great things happening at your schools?  Let us know, and share your success!  #liveNASB
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The NAEP Annual Workshops will be this July in Gering, Kearney, Lincoln & Norfolk.  

These daylong workshops consist of the annual Business Meeting, Table Talk Timeouts, Hot Topics, and 
more.  Features this year include Region Officer Elections; Hot Topics for Bookkeepers and Business 
Managers; Be Fit While You Sit; New NAEP Website and Resources; NAEP Workflow; ESSA Coding; 
Record Storage & Retention; Task Management; Board Meetings; Maximize Your Potential: A 30,000 
Foot View; Cyber Safety & Security; and more! 

July 11  |  Gering        July 12  |  Kearney        July 17  |  Lincoln        July 19  |  Norfolk

See the full agenda and register now at www.NASBonline.org

Candidate Forums - 6:30 to 8:30 PM
 

July 9  |  Auburn        July 10  |  ESU 13 - Scottsbluff        July 12  |  Kearney        July 23  |  Wayne        July 26  |  ESU 3 - La Vista
 
The Candidate Forum is designed to inform individuals who have filed for candidacy of their role as a board member. Superintendents 
and sitting board members are encouraged to attend with candidates to show support and receive training.  Attendees will learn about 
serving their community, being an advocate for public education, along with roles and responsibilities of an effective board member.  
There is no fee to attend.  The forum will run from 6:30-8:30.  Registration Deadlines for Auburn and Scottsbluff are Thursday, July 5; 
Monday, July 9 for Kearney; Wednesday, July 18 for Wayne; and Monday, July 23 for La Vista.  Register now at www.NASBonline.org

School Board Members, have you been submitting your 1WQ? 

Throughout June, leading up to the annual Legislative Committee Meeting in 
July, the NASB Officers are looking for your feedback to better understand 
our member’s needs, wants, and preferences, with respect to NASB’s standing 
position on school funding titled “State Funding System” through One Weekly 
Question (1WQ).

Check your email inbox for links to the current and all past surveys.  

That standing position on State School Funding, which will guide the Committee’s discussion in July reads: NASB supports a stable, equitable, 
and adequate system of financing the real cost of public education for all Nebraska students to include, but not limited to: Maintaining revenue 
from the current funding systems; Strengthening the concepts of existing statutes; Identifying new funding sources, and mechanisms to increase 
stability of state education funding; The fiscal independence of school districts and local control of funds; The utilization of new and additional 
sources of local funding; The principle of equalization, which includes both property and income wealth, and a standard baseline of state support 
for education; and The option to raise additional funds locally.

BE HEARD!  CALL FOR LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS DUE JULY 1st

With the session finished, now is the time for you and your board to think of items you 
might like addressed in 2019. As a board member, an elected official, and a community 
leader, you are in an excellent position to educate and influence the legislative process. 
Submit your legislative proposals now at:

http://www.nasbonline.org/registrations/ProposedResolution.aspx

From now until July 1, you have the opportunity to be heard by submitting a topic you would like discussed at this summer’s NASB 
Legislative Committee meeting, to then be drafted and introduced as future legislation. If you have a topic in mind, or would like assistance 
getting the ball rolling, please let Matt Belka know at mbelka@NASBonline.org.

Thanks to all of the Boards who have already submitted a proposal!



3 Advocate:  For My District, For My Community, For Nebraska

New NASB Membership Portal Has Launched! 1001918                                                2018

You have likely noticed when logging into your NASB account that we have now migrated 
to the new, updated Membership Portal. 

To make sure your data is as accurate as possible, please log into the system and verify 
that all your district email addresses, mailing addresses, and other contact information 
is as it should be.  

Please note, your username and password will have changed, and you should have 
received an email with your new username and password.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call or contact Jen Goetz at 402-817-0111, jgoetz@NASBonline.org.

New Roles, New Faces
With the ever changing landscape of how NASB works to best serve you, our members, we have added even more new faces 
and focuses within our office.  

Former State Senator Colby Coash has joined NASB as Associate Executive Director and Director 
of Government Relations.  Colby’s primary responsibilities will be to lead all government relations 
initiatives for the association, and work with the NASB Legislation Committee year-round to engage 
school board and ESU board members in our legislative agenda.  Colby’s experience within the 
Capitol will also be extremely beneficial as we continually work to develop and maintain a strong 
relationship with all of our state and federal elected officials.

Kori Stanosheck will be joining NASB as Board Leadership Engagement Associate in July.  Kori 
will  be working with Marcia and Melissa to manage services and training for school boards and 
board members through the planning and delivery of local board training to meet the needs and 
specific requests of boards/superintendents; designing and developing online coursework to support, 
enhance, and expand the curriculum and learning opportunities provided by NASB; organizing and 
facilitating community engagement, strategic planning, online survey services; and much more.  

Welcome Colby and Kori!

Kori Stanosheck

Colby Coash

A stacked lineup of speakers and topics made for another successful School 
Law Seminar!  The annual summer conference saw NASB and NCOSA 
members stay up to speed on the ever changing policies and best practices 
of school law. 

Attendees definitely filled their minds and notebooks with items to take back 
to their districts. As always, our school law attorneys did a wonderful job. 

Thank you for your time and continued support in making the School Law 
Seminar such a successful, annual event. We’re already working on next 
year’s agenda!

The School Law Seminar Brings Education Leaders to Kearney
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Searching for a new Administrator? Contact Shari Becker at 800-422-4572 or visit www.NASBsuptsearch.org

Another Great Day for the Member Golf Outing
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Is this year’s Board Member of the Year on your Board? 1001918                                                2018

Worrying about the budget pinch?  By next school year, be a member of NJUMP/CJUMP. Contact Jim Luebbe at jluebbe@NASBonline.org to learn more!

Contact us today to set up background screening to fit your needs!
tel 800.608.3645 ext. 5600   njosten@onesourcebackground.com   onesourcebackground.com

FOLLOW US: 

One Source is your collaborative partner in background screening. 
Along with our TotalCheck package, which gives you the most complete background 
information available, we offer a variety of a la carte services, including:

 9 Employment Verifications

 9 Education Verifications 

 9 Motor Vehicle Records

 9 Drug Testing

 9 Credit History

 9 And many more!

NASB and the State Board of Education are now seeking nominations for the 
annual Ann Mactier Award, recognizing one local school board member for 
their policy leadership and contributions to curriculum and instruction in 
Nebraska public schools. 

Please consider nominating a deserving board member for this honor. 
Application deadline for deserving candidates is Friday, September 28, 2018. 
For further details you may visit www.NASBonline.org, or contact Marcia 
Herring at 800-422-4572.  Previous winners include: 

2017		  Bonnie Hinkle, Grand Island

2016		  Terri Haynes, Chadron

2015 		  Linda Richards, Ralston

2014		  Brad Krivohlavek, Norfolk

2013		  Patty Bentzinger, Norris

2012		  Kathy Bartek, Falls City

2011 		  Julie Agard, Kearney

2010		  Kim Fasse, Elkhorn

2009		  Ron Pearson, ESU #3

2008 		  Sandra Jensen, Omaha

2007 		  John Hansen, Bellevue

2006 		  Fred Tafoya, Papillion La Vista

2005 		  Wayne Erickson, Wisner-Pilger

2004 		  Ann Mactier, Omaha



6 Follow NASB on social media at www.twitter.com/NASBonline and www.facebook.com/NASBonline

1001918                                                2018 Learning Can Take Place Anywhere
Outfitted with all kinds of materials, games, tools, 
and a pop-up table and awning, Nebraska’s 7-by-12-
foot mobile makerspaces unfold to become instant 
classrooms for kids attending afterschool programs. 
In fact, when one of the tricked-out trailers pulls into 
a school parking lot, makers of all ages gather round. 
They’re a major hit with the children, and they also 
attract skilled community volunteers.

“For rural communities, these trailers are a platform 
for getting involved — they’re like mobile billboards 
for afterschool,” said Jeff Cole, network lead for Beyond 
School Bells, one of 50 statewide afterschool networks 
supported by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.

Known formally as TMC (Think, Make, Create) Labs, the tiny trailers 
are designed to provide a place for hands-on experimentation, 
problem-solving and skill-building. There are now 13 TMC labs on 
the road in Nebraska, and the demand is growing.

“It’s a tool in step with the times,” said Cole, who came up with 
the idea after reading an article about libraries using mobile carts 
to reposition themselves as makerspaces. “In the afterschool field, 
we’re always searching for cool spaces where kids can hang out, stay 
safe and learn. We wanted to try and pilot something similar to the 
libraries, but we needed some help to do that.”

“In terms of creating a prototype, my skills were pretty limited,” he 
continued. Fortunately, it was an irresistible challenge for family 
friend Max Cuppens, a Lincoln, Nebraska, student attending the 
ArtCenter College of Design in Pasadena, California.

Over the summer, Cuppens pieced together the trailer’s intricate, 
space-saving interior with the help of his father, a master cabinet 
maker. But the challenge went beyond design. Cole needed a 
final product that was affordable and easy for school districts 

Continued On Page 11

across Nebraska, as well as afterschool networks in other states, to 
replicate. Eager to try his hand at some “real-world work,” Cuppens 
opted to take a year off from school and serve as an AmeriCorps 
Vista member for Beyond School Bells to continue developing the 
prototype.

A marvel of efficient, stable storage, the first two TMC labs were 
handmade, first by Cuppens and his dad and then, as the project 
developed, by Skills USA high school students at The Career 
Academy in Lincoln.

“Max was still fabricating the parts and taking them to the high 
school, where the students would build out the interiors,” said Cole. 
“Our goal was to get the cost of a TMC Lab — trailer, interior, 
supplies, canopy and dollies — down to $7,500 — a price point that 
even the smallest rural community could handle.”

To further reduce costs, Cuppens reached out to the Nebraska 
Innovation Studio at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, which 
houses a three-axis CNC router in its Wood and Metal Shop, to get 
some help in automating the production of the interior components.
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Training, Networking, Engagement & Events

Follow NASB on social media at www.twitter.com/NASBonline and www.facebook.com/NASBonline

Join NASB, as we tour the state for various workshops, meetings and events throughout the year.  

To learn more, and register, visit the Events tab of www.NASBonline.org 
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NASB Orientation  |  July 18

Area Membership Meetings  |  Vision: Engaged
August 27  |  Valentine          August 28  |  Gering          August 29  |  Kearney

September 12  |  Nebraska City          September 19  |  York          September 26  |  North Platte
October 3  |  Norfolk          October 10  |  Omaha          October 17  |  Fremont

Nominate the 2019 Nebraska Teacher of the Year now at www.NASBonline.org

Candidate Forums
July 9  |  Auburn          July 10  |  Scottsbluff          July 12  |  Kearney          July 23  |  Wayne          July 26  |  La Vista

NAEP Annual Workshops - Gaining a Fresh Perspective
July 11  |  Gering          July 12  |  Kearney          July 17  |  Lincoln          July 19  |  Norfolk

Board Presidents: Check your inbox each month for the monthly ‘NASB Update’ to include in your meeting agenda. 
Please contact mbelka@NASBonline.org with any questions.

General Election  |  November 6

Labor Relations Conference  |  September 5-6  |  Lincoln

New Board Member Workshops
November 27  |  Gering          November 28  |  North Platte          November 29  |  Grand Island

December 4  |  Norfolk          December 5  |  La Vista

100th Annual State Education Conference  |  November 14-16  |  La Vista 

Buffett Early Childhood Conference  |  September 17 & 18  |  Kearney

Call for Legislative Proposals Due July 1
http://www.nasbonline.org/registrations/ProposedResolution.aspx

Nominate the 2018 School Board Member of the Year now at www.NASBonline.org



8

NASB Affiliates

To advertise in Board Notes or become an NASB Affiliate contact Matt Belka at mbelka@NASBonline.org or 800-422-4572

BUILDING CONTROLS/SERVICES

Duro-Last Roofing
Mark Akagi - 785-232-6563

mark@morrisgrup.com | www.duro-last.com
(Representative for Duro-Last roofing system)

Heartland Roofing Consultants
Zach Williams – 402-289-3336

zw@heartlandroofingconsultants.com
www.heartlandroofingconsultants.com

(Consulting for roofing & waterproof solutions)

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

A-Lert Roof Systems
Paulene Courtney  |  800-344-0609

pcourtney@centurionind.com
www.alertroofsystems.com

(Commercial Standing Seam Metal Roofs)

Boyd Jones Construction 
George Schuler - 402-550-1801

gschuler@boydjones.biz  |  www.boydjones.biz
(Construction Management, Pre-Bond,  
Pre-Construction, Facility Evaluation,  

Early Stage Planning)

Cheever Construction
Douglas Klute - 402-477-6745

dklute@cheeverconstruction.com
www.cheeverconstruction.com

(Construction Services)

Fisher Tracks, Inc. 
Jordan Fisher - 800- 432-3191 / 515-432-3191

jfisher@fishertracks.com | www.fishertracks.com
(Installation, Refurbishment & Design Build of 

All-Weather Running Tracks)

Heartland Pella Windows & Doors
Dennis Feeken  |  800-334-2271

www.heartlandpella.com
dennisfeeken@heartlandpella.com 

(Commercial Window & Door Solutions)

ENERGY SERVICES

Ameresco, Inc.
David Goebel - 308-392-3283/402-370-8822

dgoebel@ameresco.com  |  www.ameresco.com
(Capital Improvements, Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy Solutions for Buildings)
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ACCOUNTING

Watts and Hershberger, P.C. 
Jim Watts - 402-483-7512

jw1cpa@aol.com | www.gowh.com
(CPA, Accounting)

ARCHITECTS

BVH Architecture 
Cleve Reeves |  402-475-4551

creeves@bvh.com  |  www.bvh.com
(Architecture)

Cannon Moss Brygger Architects 
Brad Kissler - 308-384-4444

kissler.b@cmbaarchitects.com 
Jim Brisnehan | www.cmbaarchitects.com

(Architecture, Master Planning, Interiors, Bond 
Promotion/Community Engagement)

Carlson West Povondra Architects
Jamie Eckmann - 402-551-1500
jeckmann@cwparchitects.com

www.cwparchitects.com
(Architecture, planning, feasibility studies)

DLR Group 
Vanessa Schutte - 402-393-4100

vschutte@dlrgroup.com | www.dlrgroup.com
(Architecture, engineering, Ed. facility planning)

The Schemmer Associates Inc. 
Terry Wood, AIA - 402-493-4800

twood@schemmer.com  |  www.schemmer.com
Molly Macklin  |  mmacklin@schemmer.com

(Architecture, engineering, educational 
facility planning)

AWARDS & PLAQUES

Awards Unlimited 
Larry King - 402-474-0815

larryking@awardsunlimited.com 
www.awardsunlimited.com

(Trophies, awards, plaques, etc.)

BUILDING CONTROLS/SERVICES

Control Management Inc.
Nathan Haug - 402-571-9454

nathan@cmiomaha.com  |  www.cmiomaha.com
(Building Automation, Security and Energy 
Optimization for New and Existing Systems) 

ENERGY SERVICES

CenterPoint Energy Services, Inc.
Brenda Christensen - 888-710-4707

brenda.christensen@centerpointenergy.com 
www.centerpointenergy.com  |  (Natural gas)

Johnson Controls
Jason Peck  -  308-708-9479

jason.peck@jci.com   |  www.jci.com
(HVAC, Building Automation, Service 

Agreements, Security and Fire, among others) 

Siemens Industry, Inc. 
Carolyn D. Rooker - 402-979-4844

carolyn.rooker@siemens.com
www.siemens.com

(Data Driven Financial & Infrastructure 
Energy Services)

TRANE 
Dave Raymond - 402-331-7111/402-452-7762

dave.raymond@trane.com
www.trane.com/omaha

(Building Construction & Energy Services)

EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE

Data Source Media, Inc. 
Nadean Spaulding - 402-466-3342

nspaulding@dsmedia.com  |  www.dsmedia.com
(Sit-Stand desks, Printers, Multi-function 

devices (print/copy/scan/fax), ink and toner)

Front Runner Fab., Inc.
Bryan Dubas  |  308-550-0151 

info@thecastermaster.com
(Bleacher design, sales, installation)

Sheppard’s Business Interiors
Ken Sigmon - 402-393-8888

ksigmon@sbi-omaha.com  |  www.sbi-omaha.com
(Furniture, Space Planning, Asset Management)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Ameritas Investment Corp. 
Jay Spearman - jspearman@ameritas.com 

Scott Keene - skeene@ameritas.com 
Brad Slaughter - bslaughter@ameritas.com 
Marc Munford -  mmunford@ameritas.com 

Bruce Lefler - blefler@amertias.com 
Dallas Watkins -   dallas.watkins@ameritas.com 

800-700-2362 / 402-384-8088
(Bonds, Refunding Bonds, QCPUF Bonds, 

TANs, NASB Lease-Purchase)
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

D.A. Davidson & Co.  
Paul Grieger - 402-392-7986

pgrieger@dadco.com 
Cody Wickham - 402-392-7989

cwickham@dadco.com
Andy Forney - 402-392-7988

aforney@dadco.com
www.dadavidson.com

(Bonds/Election Services, Lease Purchase)

First National Capital Markets
Tobin Buchanan - 308-352-8328

tbuchanan@fnni.com
www.fncapitalmarkets.com

(Public Finance, Election Guidance)

First Nebraska Credit Union
Elly Heckel  |  402-492-9100

www.firstnebraska.org
marketing@firstnebraska.org 

(Taking care of your financial needs!)

Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund - NLAF 
Barry Ballou - 402-705-0350 

balloub@pfm.com | www.NLAFpool.org
(Liquid Asset Fund, financing programs)

Nebraska Public Agency Investment Trust 
Becky Ferguson - 402-323-1334 

becky.ferguson@ubt.com | www.npait.com
(Investment tool providing liquidity and safety)

Union Bank & Trust Health Benefit Solutions
Jennifer Ainsworth - 402-323-1815

jennifer.ainsworth@ubt.com
www.ubt.com/health

(Financial Services, Banking) 

Wells Fargo Bank 
Andrew J. Detlefsen - 402-434-6701
andrew.j.detlefsen@wellsfargo.com

www.wellsfargo.com
(Financial Services, Banking)

FOOD SERVICE

Lunchtime Solutions
Deni Winter  |  605-235-0939 Ext 106

www.lunchtimesolutions.com
deni@lunchtimesolutions.com

(Progressive Food Service Management)

Opaa! Food Management of Nebraska
Greg Frost  |  636-812-0777

www.opaafood.com
(Contract Food Service Management)

INSURANCE SERVICES

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska 
Kent Trelford-Thompson - 800-562-6394
kent.trelford-thomps@nebraskablue.com

www.bcbsne.com
(Group health insurance)

National Insurance Services  
Steve Ott - 800-627-3660

sott@nisbenefits.com | www.nisbenefits.com 
(Group LTD, Life, Vision, Special Pay Plans, HRA’s)

Public Risk Management 
Sheri Shonka - 402-884-3751 / 877-649-4612
sheri.shonka@prmne.com | www.alicap.org

(ALICAP, Insurance services)

LEGAL SERVICES

Mueller Robak, LLC
William Mueller - 402-434-3399

mueller@muellerrobak.com  |  (Lobby firm)

MECHANICAL CONSTRUCTION

Rasmussen Mechanical Services
Jennifer Coggins - 712-323-0514
jennifer.coggins@rasmech.com 

www.rasmech.com
(Your Single Source Service Provider)

PLAYGROUND/SCOREBOARDS/
SURFACING

Creative Sites, LLC 
Julie Kutilek - 402-614-4606 / 800-266-1250

jkutilek@cox.net 
(Playground equipment and site furnishings) 

Crouch Recreation
Eric Crouch - 402-496-2669

eric@crouchrec.com  |  www.crouchrec.com
(Playgrounds, Shelters, Scoreboards, Safety 

Surfacing & Site Amenities Manufacturers Rep)

SAFETY & SECURITY SERVICES

One Source The Background Check Company
Nick Jasa - 800-608-3645  

info@onesourcebackground.com 
www.onesourcebackground.com

(Employment, Volunteer, Contractor Screening)

SAFETY & SECURITY SERVICES

School Security Services 
Tom Nesbitt - 402-325-1019

tnesbitt@nesbittassociates.com 
www.nesbittassociates.com

(Safety Plans, Safety Training, Facility 
Assessments, other Safety Security Services)

TECHNOLOGY CONSULTING

PRISM advisors
Jason Richards - 402-593-8911 
jprichards@prism-advisors.com

www.prism-advisors.com
(PEOPLE, PROCESS & SYSTEMS.  IT strategic 
planning and project management through RFP 

to implementation)

TECHNOLOGY/SOFTWARE

Sparq Data Solutions
Craig Caples - 402-423-4951 

ccaples@sparqdata.com 
www.sparqdata.com 

(Paperless Board Meetings, Teacher 
Negotiations, Public Document Management,  

Document Imaging & Scanning)

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Unite Private Networks 
Jeff Gamble - 402-401-4540
Jeff.Gamble@upnfiber.com 

www.uniteprivatenetworks.com
(District Optic Networks, Voice & Internet 

Services, 100% E-Rate approved)

TESTING SERVICES

OnToCollege with John Baylor 
John Baylor / Joni Woodruff - 402-917-5730

joni@ontocollege.com  |  www.ontocollege.com
(ACT Prep and college counseling services to 

schools and families)

TRANSPORTATION

Mid States School Bus, Inc.
Dean Carroll - 402-375-2887

deanc@midstatesschoolbus.com 
www.midstatesschoolbus.com 

(New and Used Lift Van and Bus Sales)
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Your NASB Board of Directors & Staff

View the full directory of the Board and staff at www.NASBonline.org

Region 1
Neal Kanel

HTRS

Region 2
Sarah Centineo 

Bellevue

Region 18
Kim Burry

Bayard

Region 10
Paul Brune
Heartland

Region 19
Stacy Jolley

Millard

Region 12
Laura Schneider 

Hastings

Region 16
Patti Gubbels

Norfolk

YOUR REGION DIRECTORS

Region 14
Sandy Noffsinger

Dundy County Stratton

Linda Richards
Past President

Ralston

Steve Blocher
President-Elect

West Point

Region 9
Alan Moore 

ESU 3

Region 11
Jim Vlach

Lyons-Decatur Northeast

Region 13
Marilyn Bohn

Ravenna

Region 15
Brad Wilkins

Ainsworth

Region 17
Richard Dohma

Ponca

Lanny Boswell
President
Lincoln

YOUR NASB LEADERSHIP TEAM

Region 8
Jay Irwin 
Ralston

Regions 4 & 5
Kathy Danek

Lincoln

Regions 4 & 5
Connie Duncan

Lincoln

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Lacey Merica

Omaha

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Shavonna Holman

Omaha

Stacie Higgins
Vice President
Nebraska City
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Jen Goetz
Accounting/Data Specialist

YOUR NASB STAFF

Craig Caples
Director of Technology

Lisa Steinkuhler
Executive Admin. Assistant

Sallie Svatora
Director of Operations

Rachel Horstman
Business Manager

Marcia Herring
Director of Board Leadership

Jim Luebbe 
Director of Policy Services

Shari Becker
Director of Education 

Leadership Search Service

Sharon Endorf 
Director of 

Member Engagement

Vicki Walter-Winters 
Legal Admin. Assistant

Matt Belka
Director of Marketing, 

Communications & Advocacy
Megan Boldt

Director of ALICAP Insurance

Melissa Lusk
Board Leadership 

Development Coord.
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“Once we had the parts in the computer, 
they were easy to produce and sharable with 
anyone who has access to a CNC router,” said 
Cole.

Marketed primarily to rural communities, 
where interest and need are high, the TMC 
Labs are bringing afterschool programs to 
new locales and reinforcing the important 
learning that happens in those programs, 
says Cole.

Local residents, parents — and grandparents 
— are taking an interest. “There’s talent in 
every community, sitting on the sidelines, 
wanting to get involved.” said Cole. “We 
have a grandparent at one site who’s teaching 
electronics, so they’ve added a bin with basic 
electronic parts. The materials don’t have to 
be high-tech. The best equipment out there is 
a child’s own creativity in problem-solving.”

“I’ve been out with the makerspaces three or 

four times, and it’s a lot of fun to watch the 
kids’ reactions,” said Cuppens. “It’s the social 
piece they seem to enjoy the most. They 
like working in teams and figuring things 
out face-to-face, instead of depending on 
technology.”

“They fail more than they succeed,” he 
continued. “But when they’re challenged 
at the right level, it just pulls them in. And 
they love working with their hands, playing 
around with materials they don’t get to use 
during the school day.”

For Cole, the makerspaces are at the 
beginning of an educational continuum that 
he hopes will end with college or some type 
of post-secondary training, where students 
will develop sophisticated skills.

“These labs help afterschool programs fulfill 
a couple of basic needs: they’re an easy-
to-use mobile platform for makers; they 

provide a storage facility for supplies, a 
problem afterschool programs often struggle 
with; and they help reinforce the value of 
afterschool programs and the important 
learning that occurs there.

“Our afterschool staff suffer from terminal 
modesty,” he said. “They’re so caught up in 
the day-to-day work that they don’t have 
the time to promote their programs, or the 
resources or space to innovate.”

“That’s where the afterschool networks can 
play an important role,” he continued. “If 
we can facilitate and share these kinds of 
innovations, we can help call attention to 
how important these hours are for kids, and 
hopefully, build strong community support 
for programs.”

See more on TMC Labs at: 
https://vimeo.com/240503447

Offer free school meals to your students 
through Community Eligibility

School districts participating in Community 
Eligibility benefit from less administrative work; 
increased participation in the school breakfast and 
lunch programs; improved financial viability of 
school nutrition programs; and no longer need to 
collect unpaid meal fees.  

The deadline to apply to use Community Eligibility 
in the 2018–2019 school year is June 30, 2018. The 
Nebraska Department of Education has published 
a list of schools and school districts that qualify 
for Community Eligibility. Find out if your schools 
qualify for the 2018–2019 school year. For more 
information on Community Eligibility, reach out to 
Etienne Melcher Philbin, emelcher@frac.org
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