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RECOGNIZING OUR ROOTS & REACHING BEYOND
100 Years is in the books!  Another State Education Conference has come and gone.  What a way 
to close out our final year in La Vista and set forth our new path as we look to take over downtown 
Omaha in 2019 and beyond!  This year’s event saw over 1,200 leaders networking, sharing, and 
learning, with some activities beginning on Tuesday and still going strong until Friday afternoon.  
Look back on all things State Conference using the hashag #liveNASB100 on Twitter and Facebook.  
Takeaways from the Conference include:

•  Incredible Pre-Conference sessions on school safety and partnering for a stronger workforce.

•  NASB strummed into our 100th Birthday party with a little music, cake and a toast!

•  50+ breakout sessions packed every room available.

•  We premiered two videos “That’s Why I Serve” and “Thank You School Boards” for the work  
    you as school board members do to make Nebraska a great place to live.  We encourage you  
    to use and share these within your schools and communities to highlight the work that  
    you’re doing. All are located at www.vimeo.com/NASBonline

•  Kathy Danek of Lincoln Public Schools was honored as this year’s Ann Mactier Award  
    winner, for School Board Member of the Year!  Who will it be next year?  

•  There were five recipients of the President’s Board Award this year!  ESU 3, Gretna, Kimball,  
    Nebraska City and Norris were all honored.  To see how your board can join this list next  
    year, contact Shari Becker at sbecker@NASBonline.org 

•  The Norris Gold Show Choir sang their way into our hearts to open things up Thursday!

•  Phil Hansen fascinated, showing us to turn our limitations into limitless.

•  V.J. Smith had us all wondering if there is anyone out there that we may have forgotten to  
    send a Thank-You to.

•  Bryan Blasko sent us home energized to go back into our buildings and set the pace. 

•  The annual Delegate Assembly continued it’s new format, and set the Legislative and  
    Leadership initiatives for the Association and its members for 2019.  An overview of the  
    Association was also given by John Spatz and Colby Coash.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
NEW BOARD MEMBER WORKSHOPS

November 27  |  Gering
November 28  |  North Platte
November 29  |  Grand Island

December 4  |  Norfolk 
December 5  |  La Vista

--  2019  --

106TH LEGISLATURE, 1ST SESSION
Begins Wednesday, January 9

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES CONFERENCE
January 27-28  |  Lincoln

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER WEEK
January 27 to February 2

NSBA ADVOCACY INSTITUTE
January 27-29  |  Washington D.C.

BUDGET & FINANCE WORKSHOP
February 13  |  La Vista

February 20  |  North Platte 

PRESIDENT’S RETREAT
February 17-18  |  Lincoln
February 24-25  |  Kearney

SPRING LEGAL WORKSHOPS
Details Coming Soon ...

NAEP STATE CONVENTION
March 26-27  |  Grand Island

NSBA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
March 30 - April 1  |  Philadelphia

LEADERSHIP                         INNOVATION                         VISION                         ENGAGEMENT

The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides services to School Boards to strengthen public education for all Nebraska children.
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Great things happening at your schools?  Let us know, and share your success!  #liveNASB2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

•  The Delegate Assembly is also where NASB’s leadership changes on the Board of  
    Directors.  Outgoing President Lanny Boswell passed the gavel to incoming  
    President Steve Blocher of West Point, and Brad Wilkins of Ainsworth was elected  
    incoming Vice President.

•  New members of the Board of Directors, Lisa Wagner of Central City Public  
    Schools, and Barb Svoboda of Mullen Public Schools, were welcomed.

•  We said our thank-yous and good-byes to outgoing Region Directors, Lacey Merica  
    of Omaha Public Schools, Laura Schneider of Hastings Public Schools, and to Past  
    President Linda Richards of Ralston Public Schools.  

Head to the State Education Conference page of  
www.NASBonline.org now to ...
Check out links to all of the photos

Download session handouts

Rewatch  “That’s Why I Serve” and “Thank You School Boards”

Fill out the conference evaluation 

And more .... 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend, present, serve, exhibit, and network. We always look forward to seeing 
you throughout the year and each November. Mark your calendars now for the 2019 State Education Conference: 

Taking It To The Streets, November 20-22, 2019, as we head to the CHI Health Center - in downtown Omaha!
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3 Advocate:  For My District, For My Community, For Nebraska.  Share Your Story.

STUDENTS ARE A MAJOR PART OF THE 
STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE!

From start to finish, there are many of aspects of the Conference that utilize students from across Nebraska.  From the show choir, to 
the Student Voices breakout session, the Color Guards and Jr ROTC, and Classroom Showcase! 

THE ANNUAL PASSING OF THE GAVEL
Once again, new year, new President.  

At the annual NASB Delegate Assembly, outgoing President, Lanny Boswell of 
Lincoln concluded his year as President, and passed the ceremonial gavel to Steve 
Blocher of West Point.  

Blocher has served on the West Point Board of Education for 20 years, and been a 
member of the NASB Board of Directors since 2015.  

“There is no greater legacy we can give our children than a quality education.  An 
education that challenges our kids and prepares them to be productive adults, that 
are resilient, that can face adversity, who can overcome and adapt, and continually 
move on to bigger and  better challenges.  An education we are proud to invest in.”

In addition to Blocher taking over as President, Brad Wilkins of Ainsworth was 
elected to serve as NASB’s Vice President, to begin his four-year run as an Officer.  
He has been a member of the Ainsworth Board since 2013.

Linda Richards of Ralston, who served as NASB’s President in 2017 was honored 
for her service to the NASB Board of Directors as both a Region Director for six 
years, and an Officer for the last four.  While Richards run as an NASB Officer has 
concluded, she will remain on her local board where she has served since 1994, as 
well as remain a member of NASB’s Legislation Committee.  

Stacie Higgins of Nebraska City will begin her second year as an Officer, moving 
from Vice President, to President-Elect, and will serve as President in 2020. 
Wilkins will serve as President in 2021.
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Searching for a new Superintendent? Contact Shari Becker at 800-422-4572 or visit www.NASBsuptsearch.org4

168 Nebraska Schools and ESUs

28,000 Employees covered

Over $1 Billion in 
Payroll insured

Over $6 Billion in Property 
Values insured

3,000 Vehicles 
on schedule 

1,000 claims handled 
annually

ALICAP was formed in 1990, by the Nebraska Association of School 
Boards.  That first year, there were 32 members and the coverage 

included only Workers’ Compensation.  The 2017-2018 year marks the 
27th anniversary.  Our membership has grown to 160 school districts 

and ESUs, and since 1995-1996 the coverage expanded from just 
Workers’ Compensation to include Property, Liability, Auto, Crime and 

Errors and Omissions.

WE ARE PROUD TO BE ALICAP:

Many thanks to all ALICAP members for their 
trust, loyalty, and dedication.

WWW.ALICAP.ORG

2017-2018 
RECOGNITION PROGRAM 

AWARD WINNERS

LOSS RATIO AWARD WINNERS
 

AXTELL COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MULLEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

EXPERIENCE MODIFIER
AWARD WINNER

GRETNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SafeSchools AWARD WINNER

PLATTSMOUTH COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS

ALICAP would like to 
congratulate these 

members on earning the 
above named safety awards.  

A strong safety program 
begins with a supportive 
leadership team and is 
acted out by every staff 

member, every day.  Each 
of these award winners 
received a 2% premium 

credit on their 2018-2019 
ALICAP Billing Statement. 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!

OVER $20 MILLION GIVEN BACK IN DIVIDENDS 

Also at this year’s 
Membership Meeting, ALICAP 
received recognition from 
Safety National, the pool’s 

Work Comp Excess Carrier, 
as 2018 marks the 10 year 
anniversary of partnering.  

Congrats to ALICAP’s 
membership as they 

continue to do great work in 
Workers’ Compensation Loss 

Prevention.

Pictured are: John Phillips (Safety National Account Rep) Megan Boldt (NASB - Director of 
ALICAP) and Sarah Lambert (Safety National Underwriter)



2018 
NEW BOARD MEMBER 

WORKSHOPS
The Fundamentals of Board Service

November 27  |  Gering
November 28  |  North Platte
November 29  |  Grand Island 

December 4  |  Norfolk
December 5  |  La Vista

Register now at 
www.NASBonline.org 

CONGRATULATIONS!  NOW WHAT? 1001918                                                2018

LEADERSHIP                         INNOVATION                         VISION                         ENGAGEMENT

5 www.NASBonline.org  |  www.twitter.com/NASBonline  |  www.facebook.com/NASBonline  |  #liveNASB

Congratulations to each of the newly elected school 
board and ESU board members across the state!  

As you celebrate the excitement of what is yet to 
come following your success at the voting booth, NASB 
invites you to attend and participate in the New Board 
Member Workshop.  This initial learning opportunity 
will focus upon your new role as a board member and 

advocate for public education.  

THE BOARD MEMBER PLEDGE
I recognize and accept the responsibility of the board’s role and our authority to act 
only within the structure of the school board/ESU board.  I commit to taking the 

time necessary to understand the beliefs, acquire the knowledge and develop the skills 
necessary to be an effective member of the Board of Education.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES INCLUDE:
Mission, Vision, and Goals

Policy Governance
Community Engagement

Accountability & Student Achievement
Advocacy

District Resources
Board Operations

Board-Superintendent Relations
Professional Development

Onsite Registration for Gering, 
North Platte & Grand Island is still 

available.

Online Registration for Norfolk &  
La Vista is available through 

November 27, with onsite thereafter.

NEXT 
WEEK!



How can NASB help empower you to become a better advocate for public education in Nebraska?

Leadership  |  Innovation  |  Vision  |  Engagement  |  #liveNASB 

KNOW YOUR DISTRICT’S DATA!
Understand the data that will make a difference!

Arm yourself to be a better storyteller!

Know where you’re at …Where the Legislature is going … AND HOW TO ALIGN!

LEADERSHIP                         INNOVATION                         VISION                         ENGAGEMENT

Advocate:  For My District, For My Community, For Nebraska.  Share Your Story.6

1001918                                                2018THE 2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION STARTS JANUARY 9TH

See the TotalCheck Difference
Our industry leading team of experts strive
to bring you the most comprehensive
background information, tailored to your
unique needs. With One Source on your
side, you can hire confidently.

    School Access

    Pre-Employment

    Volunteer

Follow us:

Contact us today to set up background screening to fit your needs!
tel 800.608.3645 ext. 5600   njosten@onesourcebackground.com   onesourcebackground.com
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7 www.NASBonline.org  |  www.twitter.com/NASBonline  |  www.facebook.com/NASBonline  |  #liveNASB

ELECTION UPDATE
The dust has settled, and we now know the players for the upcoming Legislative 
Session, and other key state and federal offices.  The below information can also be 
accessed on the Government Relations page of www.NASBonline.org

88% of the body will have 4 years or less experience 
(43 of 49 are new as of 2014)

District 1 (open) 
District 2 Robert Clements  2017
District 3 Carol Blood   2016
District 4 Robert Hilkemann  2014
District 5 Mike McDonnell  2016
District 6 Machaela Cavanaugh 2018
District 7 Tony Vargas*   2016
District 8 Megan Hunt   2018
District 9 Sara Howard   2012
District 10 Wendy DeBohr  2018
District 11 Ernie Chambers  1970
District 12 Steve Lathrop  2018
District 13 Justin Wayne*  2016
District 14 John Arch   2018
District 15 Lynne Walz   2016
District 16 Ben Hansen   2018
District 17 Joni Albrecht   2016
District 18 Brett Lindstrom  2014
District 19 Jim Scheer*   2012
District 20 John McCollister  2014
District 21 Mike Hilgers   2016
District 22 Mike Moser   2018
District 23 Bruce Bostelman  2016
District 24 Mark Kolterman*  2014
District 25 Suzanne Geist  2016
District 26 Matt Hansen   2014
District 27 Anna Wishart  2016
District 28 Patty Pansing Brooks 2014
District 29 Kate Bolz   2012
District 30 Myron Dorn   2018
District 31 Rick Kolowski  2012
District 32 Tom Brandt   2018

District 33 Steve Halloran  2016
District 34 Curt Friesen   2014
District 35 Dan Quick   2016
District 36 Matt Williams  2014
District 37 John Lowe   2016
District 38 Dave Murman*  2018
District 39 Lou Ann Linehan  2016
District 40 Tim Gragert*   2018
District 41 Tom Briese*   2016
District 42 Mike Groene   2014
District 43 Tom Brewer   2016
District 44 Dan Hughes*  2014
District 45 Sue Crawford  2012
District 46 Adam Morfeld  2014
District 47 Steve Erdman*  2016
District 48 John Stinner*  2014
District 49 (open)

* Former School Board Member

1st Elected

DID YOU KNOW

19 of 49 (39%) seats were a contested race

13 seats will be new in 2019 (Up to 12 rookie Senators)

6 Senators were term-limited

2 did not re-run

3 incumbents lost their election

2 won other elections 

(District 1: Watermeier: Public Service Commission) 

(District 49: Murante: State Treasurer)



Worrying about the budget pinch?  By next school year, be a member of NJUMP/CJUMP. Contact Jim Luebbe at jluebbe@NASBonline.org to learn more!8
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Below are the links to the videos played during this year’s State Education Conference.  You can also find them on the homepage 
of www.NASBonline.org.  Feel free to post and share with your district and community.  A huge thank you to all of those 
involved in helping create them, from recording lines to submitting photos of your schools. These were the 3rd and 4th videos 
we have had the pleasure of doing in the last few years, and we have had a ton of fun doing them.  

We would also like to send a HUGE thank you out to all of the sponsors of these videos, who have allowed every cost associated 
with producing them to be taken care of!  The next time you see them in your buildings or at an event, please be sure to thank 
ALICAP, Ameritas, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska, Boyd Jones, Carlson West Povondra, Creative Sites, Crouch Recreation, 
DLR Group, FES/SOCS, Johnson Controls, OneSource, Sparq Data Solutions, and Trane.  

NASB Video Page – https://vimeo.com/NASBonline

That’s Why I Serve – https://vimeo.com/300383420

Thank You School Boards – https://vimeo.com/300384374



9 To learn more about all of the Programs & Services NASB offers, visit www.NASBonline.org
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IT’S GAMETIME: KNOW THE PLAYERS, CAPTAINS & GAMEPLAN
JANUARY 27-28, 2019  |  CORNHUSKER MARRIOTT HOTEL LINCOLN

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES CONFERENCE  |  SUNDAY, JANUARY 27
6:00 PM  Reception, Dinner & Program
  “From School Board to State Capitol” 
  Senator John Stinner
   
  Former President, Gering Public Schools  
  Board of Education
   
  Former member, Nebraska Cornhusker  
  National Championship football team,  
  1970 and 1971

Hospitality event to follow hosted by First National Capital Markets

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES CONFERENCE  |  MONDAY, JANUARY 28
8:00 AM Registration

8:30 AM Welcome & Introductions  |  Steve Blocher, NASB President
 
The Speaker, key Committee Chairs and a number of other Senators 
have been invited to share their respective views throughout the 
morning. 

See who will be chairing the various committees, and get a first hand 
look at all of the bills introduced that will have an impact on public 
education in Nebraska during this year’s legislative session. 

 
12:00 PM Lunch with the Senators 

1:30 PM   Adjournment

(SPEAKER LIST SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN AT WWW.NASBONLINE.ORG



Board Notes is published on a monthly basis as a 
member service.  Advertising is available in every 
issue.  To advertise or become an Affiliate, please 

contact Matt Belka for further information.  Articles 
or advertising contained herein do not necessarily 

represent the views or policies of NASB.

Nebraska Association of School Boards
1311 Stockwell Street - Lincoln, NE 68502
Matt Belka, Editor  |  John Spatz, Publisher

D.A. Davidson & Co. has long been a leader in innovative 
debt financing for school districts. What we’re most proud 
of, however, are the relationships we’ve nourished and 
the strong community improvements that are made as  
a result.

Our public finance professionals take a personal interest 
and a hands-on approach, carrying every deal from start 
to finish, because you deserve solutions tailored to fit you.

450 Regency Parkway, Suite 400  |  Omaha, NE 68114
dadavidson.com  |  D.A. Davidson & Co. member FINRA and SIPC

Building a Better Future 
with Nebraska’s Public 
Finance Partner

• Bond Underwriting Services 
• Lease-Purchase Financing
• QCPUF Bonds

Paul Grieger 
(800) 528-5145
pgrieger@dadco.com

Cody Wickham 
(866) 809-5596

cwickham@dadco.com

Andy Forney 
(866) 809-5443
aforney@dadco.com

www.NASBonline.org  |  www.twitter.com/NASBonline  |  www.facebook.com/NASBonline  |  #liveNASB10
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... ADVOCACY & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
THE ELECTION HAS PASSED!

We know the players, we now wait to see who will be taking over the various 
leadership roles in the Legislature on Day 1.  

(Committee assignments will happen after leadership is elected)

Hear from the Senators themselves at this year’s Legislative Issues Conference, 
January 27-28, in Lincoln.

KEY DATES:
2019 Legislative Session starts January 9

Leadership elected on Day 1
Bills introduced Days 1-10

Legislative Issues Conference  |  January 27-28  |  Lincoln

Continue to stay engaged, continue to share your data and your stories!

-  Call Colby with any questions!  -

... WHOLE CHILD
In its November 15th board meeting, the 
Whole Child Project Board elected  Patti 

Gubbels new board president! 

Patti is a school board member with Norfolk 
Public Schools and a member of the NASB 

Board of Directors. 

Patti is a retired teacher, education professor, 
and college administrator. 

Contact Kori for all things WCP

... SEARCH & STRENGTHS
DID YOU KNOW?

You can go to www.NASBsuptsearch.org to 
apply for a Superintendent position 

You can schedule a Gallup leadership work 
session. Email sbecker@NASBonline.org for 

more info. 

People with strong Responsibility are 
promise keepers

 
People strong in the Restorative theme are 

good at figuring out what is wrong and 
resolving it

People with dominant Influencing themes 
make sure the group is heard

Contact Shari Becker for all things 
Search & Strengths!  

Shari is a Gallup Certified Strengths Coach



11 www.NASBonline.org  |  www.twitter.com/NASBonline  |  www.facebook.com/NASBonline  |  #liveNASB
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... BOARD LEADERSHIP
Congratulations to each of the newly elected school board and ESU board members 
across the state!  NASB staff members are gearing up for the upcoming New Board 
Member Workshops starting next week in Gering, North Platte and Grand Island, 

followed by stops in Norfolk and La Vista the following week!  To learn more about 
the content of the workshop or to register, please contact NASB or visit with your  

superintendent, ESU Administrator, and/or the board president.  

Marcia Herring  |  mherring@NASBonline.org
Kori Stanosheck  |  kstanosheck@NASBonline.org

Melissa Lusk  |  mlusk@NASBonline.org

... ENERGY PURCHASING
DID YOU KNOW?

Natural gas prices are a result of three 
separate components 

... the NYMEX, or exchange-based 
pricing based on the cost of natural gas 

in Louisiana 

... the basis, or over-the-counter 
markets setting the difference between 

those costs in Louisiana and here in 
Nebraska

... and supply costs, or the premium 
per unit that it takes to actually deliver 

gas to our utilities.  

Basis is running higher than normal 
this winter because gas storage in 

October was 15% lower than the 5 year 
October average.  This complexity in 
buying natural gas is another reason 
you should rely on the NJUMP and 

CJUMP programs to supply your gas at 
a stable, competitive price.

Contact Jim to learn more!

... MEMBER ENGAGEMENT
It’s November, so I would be 

remiss to not THANK YOU all for 
making the effort to travel to La 

Vista for education and networking 
at State Conference.  

I look forward to hitting the road 
in December and visiting with you!

- Sharon - 

... POLICY
Harassment policies are written mostly 
around federal laws with many specific 

requirements about investigative 
procedures and serious liabilities for 

any failure to closely follow those 
procedures.  Districts often ask 

whether they can add other protected 
classes to the policies such as political 

views or gender identification.  

This should always be avoided due 
to the high liabilities it would add, 

since those classes lack specific case 
law to guide the application of these 

procedures to new classes of protection.

Contact Jim to learn more!
... TECHNOLOGY

Sparq has completed the migration of Sparq Negotiations and the Contract 
Settlement Form over to the Sparq Platform.  This enables users to quickly switch 

between Sparq Meetings, Negotiations, and Contract Settlement Form from the app 
selector in the top right of the screen with one Single-Sign-On (SSO).

Sparq completed and released the Sparq/NASB connector that now allows for 
two direction data transfer between the NASB Membership Portal and the Sparq 

Platform.  This ensures that if you update information in one system, it automatically 
updates the other system.  Login credentials and passwords are still stored separately. 

We have doubled our Internet Speeds allowing faster data transfers!

EHA data was added to the Negotiations system to give you better projections.

Follow Sparq on Twitter and Facebook for all the latest updates.   
https://twitter.com/sparq_data    |   https://www.facebook.com/SparqData

... ALICAP & INSURANCE
Congrats again to the 2017-2018 

Recognition Program Award Winners!

Loss Ratio Award Winners
 Axtell, Elgin & Mullen

Experience Modifier Award Winner
Gretna

SafeSchools Award Winner
Plattsmouth

Thanks, Megan!



1001918                                                2018TRAINING, NETWORKING, ENGAGEMENT & EVENTS
Join NASB, as we travel the state for various workshops, meetings and events throughout the year.  

To learn more, and register, visit the Events tab of www.NASBonline.org 

Board Presidents: Check your inbox each month for the monthly ‘NASB Update’ to include in your meeting agenda. 
Please contact mbelka@NASBonline.org with any questions.

New Board Member Workshops
November 27  |  Gering          November 28  |  North Platte          November 29  |  Grand Island

December 4  |  Norfolk          December 5  |  La Vista

NEXT 
WEEK!
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Does your district have ALICAP? For more information, or to join please contact: Megan Boldt at mboldt@NASBonline.org12

2019

106th Legislature, 1st Session begins Wednesday, January 9
KEY DATES:

DAY 1 (JANUARY 9TH): LEADERSHIP/COMMITTEE CHAIRS DETERMINED
DAY 10 (JANUARY 23): LAST DAY TO INTRODUCE BILLS

JANUARY 27: NASB’S LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING
DAY 90 (JUNE 6): FINAL DAY OF THE 2019 SESSION

NAEP State Convention  |  March 26-27  |  Grand Island

Legislative Issues Conference  |  January 27-28  |  Lincoln

NSBA Advocacy Institute  |  January 27-29  |  Washington, D.C.

President’s Retreat  |  February 17-18  |  Lincoln
President’s Retreat  |  February 24-25  |  Kearney

NSBA Annual Conference  |  March 30 to April 1  |  Philadelphia

School Board Member Week  |  January 27 to February 2

Budget & Finance Workshop  |  February 13  |  La Vista
Budget & Finance Workshop  |  February 20  |  North Platte



YOUR NASB BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF 1001918                                                2018

Region 1
Neal Kanel

HTRS

Region 2
Sarah Centineo 

Bellevue

Region 18
Kim Burry

Bayard

Region 10
Paul Brune
Heartland

Region 19
Stacy Jolley

Millard

Region 12
Lisa Wagner 
Central City

Region 16
Patti Gubbels

Norfolk

YOUR REGION DIRECTORS

Region 14
Sandy Noffsinger

Dundy County Stratton

Lanny Boswell
Past President

Lincoln

Stacie Higgins
President-Elect
Nebraska City

Region 9
Alan Moore 

ESU 3

Region 11
Jim Vlach

Lyons-Decatur Northeast

Region 13
Marilyn Bohn

Ravenna

Region 15
Barb Svoboda

Mullen

Region 17
Richard Dohma

Ponca

Steve Blocher
President

West Point

YOUR NASB LEADERSHIP TEAM

Region 8
Jay Irwin 
Ralston

Regions 4 & 5
Kathy Danek

Lincoln

Regions 4 & 5
Connie Duncan

Lincoln

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Ricky Smith

Omaha

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Shavonna Holman

Omaha

Brad Wilkins
Vice President

Ainsworth

Jen Goetz
Accounting/Data Specialist

YOUR NASB STAFF

Dan Clarke
Systems Engineer

Lisa Steinkuhler
Executive Admin. Assistant

Sallie Svatora
Director of Operations

Rachel Horstman
Business Manager

Marcia Herring
Director of Board Leadership

Jim Luebbe 
Director of Policy Services

Shari Becker
Director of Education 

Leadership Search Service

Sharon Endorf 
Director of 

Member Engagement

Vicki Walter-Winters 
Legal Admin. Assistant

Matt Belka
Director of Marketing, 

Communications & Advocacy
Megan Boldt

Director of ALICAP Insurance

Melissa Lusk
Board Leadership 

Development Associate

Makenzie Brookhouser
ALICAP & Events Manager

Regions 3, 6 & 7
TBD in January

Omaha

Kori Stanosheck
Board Leadership 

Engagement Associate

Colby Coash
Associate Executive Director/ 
Dir. of Government Relations

John Spatz
Executive Director

Craig Caples
Director of Technology

13 View the full directory of the Board and staff at www.NASBonline.org



BUILDING CONTROLS/SERVICES

Duro-Last Roofing
Mark Akagi - 785-232-6563

mark@morrisgrup.com | www.duro-last.com
(Representative for Duro-Last roofing system)

Heartland Roofing Consultants
Zach Williams – 402-289-3336

zw@heartlandroofingconsultants.com
www.heartlandroofingconsultants.com

(Consulting for roofing & waterproof solutions)

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

A-Lert Roof Systems
Paulene Courtney  |  800-344-0609

pcourtney@centurionind.com
www.alertroofsystems.com

(Commercial Standing Seam Metal Roofs)

Boyd Jones Construction 
George Schuler - 402-550-1801

gschuler@boydjones.biz  |  www.boydjones.biz
(Construction Management, Pre-Bond,  
Pre-Construction, Facility Evaluation,  

Early Stage Planning)

Cheever Construction
Douglas Klute - 402-477-6745

dklute@cheeverconstruction.com
www.cheeverconstruction.com

(Construction Services)

Fisher Tracks, Inc. 
Jordan Fisher - 800- 432-3191 / 515-432-3191

jfisher@fishertracks.com | www.fishertracks.com
(Installation, Refurbishment & Design Build of 

All-Weather Running Tracks)

Heartland Pella Windows & Doors
Dennis Feeken  |  800-334-2271

www.heartlandpella.com
dennisfeeken@heartlandpella.com 

(Commercial Window & Door Solutions)

ENERGY SERVICES

Ameresco, Inc.
David Goebel - 308-392-3283/402-370-8822

dgoebel@ameresco.com  |  www.ameresco.com
(Capital Improvements, Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy Solutions for Buildings)

ACCOUNTING

Watts and Hershberger, P.C. 
Jim Watts - 402-483-7512

jw1cpa@aol.com | www.gowh.com
(CPA, Accounting)

ARCHITECTS

BVH Architecture 
Cleve Reeves |  402-475-4551

creeves@bvh.com  |  www.bvh.com
(Architecture)

Cannon Moss Brygger Architects 
Brad Kissler - 308-384-4444

kissler.b@cmbaarchitects.com 
Jim Brisnehan | www.cmbaarchitects.com

(Architecture, Master Planning, Interiors, Bond 
Promotion/Community Engagement)

Carlson West Povondra Architects
Jamie Eckmann - 402-551-1500
jeckmann@cwparchitects.com

www.cwparchitects.com
(Architecture, planning, feasibility studies)

DLR Group 
Vanessa Schutte - 402-393-4100

vschutte@dlrgroup.com | www.dlrgroup.com
(Architecture, engineering, Ed. facility planning)

The Schemmer Associates Inc. 
Terry Wood, AIA - 402-493-4800

twood@schemmer.com  |  www.schemmer.com
Molly Macklin  |  mmacklin@schemmer.com

(Architecture, engineering, educational 
facility planning)

AWARDS & PLAQUES

Awards Unlimited 
Larry King - 402-474-0815

larryking@awardsunlimited.com 
www.awardsunlimited.com

(Trophies, awards, plaques, etc.)

BUILDING CONTROLS/SERVICES

Control Management Inc.
Nathan Haug - 402-571-9454

nathan@cmiomaha.com  |  www.cmiomaha.com
(Building Automation, Security and Energy 
Optimization for New and Existing Systems) 

ENERGY SERVICES

CenterPoint Energy Services, Inc.
Brenda Christensen - 888-710-4707

brenda.christensen@centerpointenergy.com 
www.centerpointenergy.com  |  (Natural gas)

Johnson Controls
Jason Peck  -  308-708-9479

jason.peck@jci.com   |  www.jci.com
(HVAC, Building Automation, Service 

Agreements, Security and Fire, among others) 

Siemens Industry, Inc. 
Carolyn D. Rooker - 402-979-4844

carolyn.rooker@siemens.com
www.siemens.com

(Data Driven Financial & Infrastructure 
Energy Services)

TRANE 
Dave Raymond - 402-331-7111/402-452-7762

dave.raymond@trane.com
www.trane.com/omaha

(Building Construction & Energy Services)

EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE

Data Source Media, Inc. 
Nadean Spaulding - 402-466-3342

nspaulding@dsmedia.com  |  www.dsmedia.com
(Sit-Stand desks, Printers, Multi-function 

devices (print/copy/scan/fax), ink and toner)

Front Runner Fab., Inc.
Bryan Dubas  |  308-550-0151 

info@thecastermaster.com
(Bleacher design, sales, installation)

Sheppard’s Business Interiors
Ken Sigmon - 402-393-8888

ksigmon@sbi-omaha.com  |  www.sbi-omaha.com
(Furniture, Space Planning, Asset Management)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Ameritas Investment Corp. 
Jay Spearman - jspearman@ameritas.com 

Scott Keene - skeene@ameritas.com 
Brad Slaughter - bslaughter@ameritas.com 
Marc Munford -  mmunford@ameritas.com 

Bruce Lefler - blefler@amertias.com 
Dallas Watkins -   dallas.watkins@ameritas.com 

800-700-2362 / 402-384-8088
(Bonds, Refunding Bonds, QCPUF Bonds, 

TANs, NASB Lease-Purchase)

NASB AFFILIATES1001918                                                2018

LEADERSHIP                         INNOVATION                         VISION                         ENGAGEMENT

To advertise in Board Notes or become an NASB Affiliate contact Matt Belka at mbelka@NASBonline.org or 800-422-457214



FINANCIAL SERVICES

D.A. Davidson & Co.  
Paul Grieger - 402-392-7986

pgrieger@dadco.com 
Cody Wickham - 402-392-7989

cwickham@dadco.com
Andy Forney - 402-392-7988

aforney@dadco.com
www.dadavidson.com

(Bonds/Election Services, Lease Purchase)

First National Capital Markets
Tobin Buchanan - 308-352-8328

tbuchanan@fnni.com
www.fncapitalmarkets.com

(Public Finance, Election Guidance)

First Nebraska Credit Union
Elly Heckel  |  402-492-9100

www.firstnebraska.org
marketing@firstnebraska.org 

(Taking care of your financial needs!)

Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund - NLAF 
Barry Ballou - 402-705-0350 

balloub@pfm.com | www.NLAFpool.org
(Liquid Asset Fund, financing programs)

Nebraska Public Agency Investment Trust 
Becky Ferguson - 402-323-1334 

becky.ferguson@ubt.com | www.npait.com
(Investment tool providing liquidity and safety)

Union Bank & Trust Health Benefit Solutions
Jennifer Ainsworth - 402-323-1815

jennifer.ainsworth@ubt.com
www.ubt.com/health

(Financial Services, Banking) 

Wells Fargo Bank 
Andrew J. Detlefsen - 402-434-6701
andrew.j.detlefsen@wellsfargo.com

www.wellsfargo.com
(Financial Services, Banking)

FOOD SERVICE

Lunchtime Solutions
Deni Winter  |  605-235-0939 Ext 106

www.lunchtimesolutions.com
deni@lunchtimesolutions.com

(Progressive Food Service Management)

Opaa! Food Management of Nebraska
Greg Frost  |  636-812-0777

www.opaafood.com
(Contract Food Service Management)

INSURANCE SERVICES

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska 
Kent Trelford-Thompson - 800-562-6394
kent.trelford-thomps@nebraskablue.com

www.bcbsne.com
(Group health insurance)

National Insurance Services  
Steve Ott - 800-627-3660

sott@nisbenefits.com | www.nisbenefits.com 
(Group LTD, Life, Vision, Special Pay Plans, HRA’s)

Public Risk Management 
Sheri Shonka - 402-884-3751 / 877-649-4612
sheri.shonka@prmne.com | www.alicap.org

(ALICAP, Insurance services)

LEGAL SERVICES

Mueller Robak, LLC
William Mueller - 402-434-3399

mueller@muellerrobak.com  |  (Lobby firm)

MECHANICAL CONSTRUCTION

Rasmussen Mechanical Services
Jennifer Coggins - 712-323-0514
jennifer.coggins@rasmech.com 

www.rasmech.com
(Your Single Source Service Provider)

PLAYGROUND/SCOREBOARDS/
SURFACING

Creative Sites, LLC 
Julie Kutilek - 402-614-4606 / 800-266-1250

julie@creativesitesllc.com 
(Playground equipment and site furnishings) 

Crouch Recreation
Eric Crouch - 402-496-2669

eric@crouchrec.com  |  www.crouchrec.com
(Playgrounds, Shelters, Scoreboards, Safety 

Surfacing & Site Amenities Manufacturers Rep)

SAFETY & SECURITY SERVICES

One Source The Background Check Company
Nick Jasa - 800-608-3645  

info@onesourcebackground.com 
www.onesourcebackground.com

(Employment, Volunteer, Contractor Screening)

SAFETY & SECURITY SERVICES

School Security Services 
Tom Nesbitt - 402-325-1019

tnesbitt@nesbittassociates.com 
www.nesbittassociates.com

(Safety Plans, Safety Training, Facility 
Assessments, other Safety Security Services)

TECHNOLOGY CONSULTING

PRISM advisors
Jason Richards - 402-593-8911 
jprichards@prism-advisors.com

www.prism-advisors.com
(PEOPLE, PROCESS & SYSTEMS.  IT strategic 
planning and project management through RFP 

to implementation)

TECHNOLOGY/SOFTWARE

Sparq Data Solutions
Craig Caples - 402-423-4951 

ccaples@sparqdata.com 
www.sparqdata.com 

(Paperless Board Meetings, Teacher 
Negotiations, Public Document Management,  

Document Imaging & Scanning)

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Unite Private Networks 
Jeff Gamble - 402-401-4540
Jeff.Gamble@upnfiber.com 

www.uniteprivatenetworks.com
(District Optic Networks, Voice & Internet 

Services, 100% E-Rate approved)

TESTING SERVICES

OnToCollege with John Baylor 
John Baylor / Joni Woodruff - 402-917-5730

joni@ontocollege.com  |  www.ontocollege.com
(ACT Prep and college counseling services to 

schools and families)

TRANSPORTATION

Mid States School Bus, Inc.
Dean Carroll - 402-375-2887

deanc@midstatesschoolbus.com 
www.midstatesschoolbus.com 

(New and Used Lift Van and Bus Sales)
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IN THIS EDITION
RECOGNIZING OUR ROOTS & REACHING BEYOND

100TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE: IN PICTURES
THE ANNUAL PASSING OF THE GAVEL

ALICAP RECOGNIZES ITS ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS
CONGRATULATIONS!  NOW WHAT?

ELECTION UPDATE
2019 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES CONFERENCE

TRAINING, NETWORKING, ENGAGEMENT & EVENTS
YOUR NASB BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

... AND MUCH MORE!

NOVEMBER 2018     |     #liveNASB     |     www.NASBonline.org

AS WELL AS “THIS MONTH IN ...”
... ADVOCACY & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

... ALICAP & INSURANCE
... BOARD LEADERSHIP 

... ENERGY PURCHASING 
... MEMBER ENGAGEMENT

... NEBRASKA WHOLE CHILD PROJECT
... POLICY

... SEARCH & STRENGTHS
... TECHNOLOGY


