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The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides programs, services and advocacy to strengthen public education for all Nebraskans.

UPCOMING EVENTS

10TH ANNUAL NEBRASKA CHILD 
HEALTH & EDUCATION SUMMIT

‘Healthy Minds = Promising Futures’
December 3  |  Lincoln

2020

106TH LEGISLATURE, 2ND SESSION 
BEGINS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020 

PRESIDENT’S RETREAT
January 26 - 27  |  Nebraska City

February 16-17  |  Sidney
February 16-17  |  Kearney

BUDGET & FINANCE WORKSHOP
January 29  |  Norfolk
February 5  |  Kearney

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES CONFERENCE
February 9-10  |  Lincoln

#liveNASB

WE TOOK IT TO THE STREETS ...
Another State Education Conference is in the books.  What a way to kick off our first year in downtown 
Omaha.  This year’s event saw over 1,200 school leaders networking, sharing, and learning, with 
some activities beginning on Tuesday and still going strong until Friday afternoon.   Takeaways from 
the Conference include:

Two engaging Pre-Conference sessions on school culture, and the reality of drugs and schools.

50+ breakout sessions packed every room available.

Valerie Fisher of Papillion La Vista Community Schools was honored as this year’s Ann Mactier 
Award winner, for School Board Member of the Year!  Will it be YOU next year?

Beatrice Public School’s ‘Limited Edition’ show choir opened up the conference with a little song 
and dance Thursday morning. 

Dr. Adolph Brown vowed he is where he is today because of what people like you did for him yesterday.  

Paralympian Danelle Umstead showed that it IS possible to do what some may feel is impossible. 

Jim Miller closed the conference on Friday reminding us we choose to be motivated! 

The annual NASB Delegate Assembly continued it’s new format, and set the Legislative and 
Leadership initiatives for the Association and its members for 2020 with an overview of the 

Association also given by John Spatz and Colby Coash.  

The Delegate Assembly is also where NASB’s leadership changes on the Board of Directors.  
Outgoing President Steve Blocher of West Point passed the gavel to incoming President Stacie 

Higgins of  Nebraska City, and Kim Burry of Bayard was elected incoming Vice President.
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Great things happening at your schools?  Let us know, and share your success!  #liveNASB2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE: IN PICTURES

Head to the State Education Conference page of  
www.NASBonline.org now to ...

Visit the social media links from the Conference
Download session handouts

Fill out the conference evaluation 
And more ....  

 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend, present, serve, exhibit, and network. 

We always look forward to seeing you throughout the year and each November. 
Mark your calendars now for the 2020 State Education Conference: Growing Greatness, 

November 18-20, 2020, back at the CHI Health Center - downtown Omaha!
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3 Advocate:  For My District, For My Community, For Nebraska.  Share Your Story.

THE ANNUAL PASSING OF THE GAVEL: WHAT’S NEXT?
What’s next?  New year, new President. That’s what’s next!

At the annual NASB Delegate Assembly, outgoing President, Steve Blocher of West Point 
concluded his year as President, and passed the ceremonial gavel to Stacie Higgins of 
Nebraska City.  Higgins has served on the Nebraska City Board of Education for 12 years, 
and been a member of the NASB Board of Directors since 2016.  

Stacie is a proud graduate of Tri County Public Schools and was joined Friday by two former 
board members from Tri County.  Her father Marvin Yost and sister Kay Wollenburg, who 
have mentored her through the many highs and lows of serving on a school board.  Stacie’s 
mother, Gladys Yost, a long time educator in the Tri County area, was also in attendance 
along with Stacie’s two daughters Chloe and Ellie.

Stacie’s favorite tv show happens to be The West Wing, a series about the daily life of a 
fictional White House administration. President Bartlett, played by Martin Sheen, is the 
lead and his most repeated line throughout the series is “What’s Next?” - a question she will 
be focusing on during her year as your NASB President.  What’s next for this organization; 
what’s next for your district; what’s next for your community; what’s next for public education 
in Nebraska?

“As an Association we are tasked with representing urban and rural districts, the new US 
citizen and the 5th generation rancher, the town with the recently closed factory and the 
community with a population boom that has resulted in a need for more classroom space.  
No other organization in our state represents almost every community.  What’s Next?  It’s 
OUR organization continuing to do what’s best for public education in Nebraska.”

“NASB is uniquely positioned to be the lead organization that represents all the voices.  As 
school board members we are the best connection to every community and best positioned 
to be the conveyor of teamwork and collaboration across Nebraska.  When we move public 
education forward, we move the local economy forward.”

“We must continue to lead districts with the knowledge that we are community leaders in 
over 531 communities across this state and we must lead beyond the once a month meetings.”

In addition to Higgins taking over as President, Kim Burry of Bayard was elected to serve as 
NASB’s Vice President, to begin her four-year run as an Officer.  Lanny Boswell of Lincoln, 
who served as NASB’s President in 2018 was honored for his service to the NASB Board 
of Directors as both a Region Director, and an Officer for the last four.  Brad Wilkins of 
Ainsworth will begin his second year as an Officer, moving from Vice President, to President-
Elect, and will serve as President in 2021.  Pictured L to R below are Lanny Boswell, Stacie 
Higgins, Steve Blocher, Brad Wilkins, and Kim Burry.  



To learn more about all of the Programs, Services & Support NASB offers, visit www.NASBonline.org4

LEADERSHIP                    INNOVATION                    VISION                    ENGAGEMENT                    #liveNASB

ALICAP RECOGNIZES ITS ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS

2018-2019 RECOGNITION PROGRAM AWARD WINNERS
ALICAP WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE 

THESE MEMBERS ON EARNING THIS YEAR’S 
SAFETY AWARDS.  

A STRONG SAFETY PROGRAM BEGINS WITH A 
SUPPORTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM AND IS ACTED 

OUT BY EVERY STAFF MEMBER, EVERY DAY.  

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!

LOSS RATIO AWARD WINNERS
 BANCROFT/ROSALIE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

EXPERIENCE MODIFIER AWARD WINNER
BENNINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SAFESCHOOLS AWARD WINNER
PLATTSMOUTH COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

ALICAP was formed in 1990, by the Nebraska Association of School Boards. 

That first year, there were 32 members and the coverage included only Workers’ Compensation.  
The 2018-2019 year marks the 28th anniversary.  Our membership has grown to 170 

school districts and ESUs, and since 1995-1996 the coverage expanded from just Workers’ 
Compensation to include Property, Liability, Auto, Crime and Errors and Omissions.  Take a 

look at ALICAP’s current membership and insured values.

WE ARE PROUD TO BE ALICAP
170 NEBRASKA SCHOOLS AND ESUs OVER $1 BILLION IN PAYROLL INSURED

OVER $6 BILLION IN PROPERTY VALUES INSURED

3,000 VEHICLES ON SCHEDULE 

28,000 EMPLOYEES COVERED

1,000 CLAIMS HANDLED ANNUALLY

2018-192017-182016-172015-162014-152013-142012-132011-122010-112009-10 2019-20

$2.15 m
$1.68 m

$1.4 m$1.4 m$1.3 m$1.1 m$1 m$1.2 m

$1.9 m

$1.1 m
$1.59 m

OVER $23 MILLION GIVEN BACK IN DIVIDENDS SINCE 1990

MANY THANKS TO ALL ALICAP MEMBERS FOR THEIR TRUST, LOYALTY, AND DEDICATION.  



OSCC Quarter 3 Report

education@onesourcebackground.com
800.608.3645 ext. 5600
onesourcebackground.com
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Want to learn more about our Certified Contractors program? Contact us today!

Offense Breakdown

Assisting organizations in enhancing safety through our 
One Source Certified Contractors (OSCC) program. 

Passed

Failed

93%
Last quarter, we 
screened 4,637 OSCC 
applicants. Of those 
applicants, 4,294 
passed & 343 failed.

7%
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FROM SCHOOL BOARD TO THE STATE CAPITOL

Did you know ... 10 of the current 49 
Senators first sat in your chair as a 
school board member? This is the sixth 
installment where we sit down with 
a former sbm now serving as a state 
senator to learn about the transition, how 
their experience on the school board has 
helped them inside the Capitol, and get 
their thoughts on some of the key items 
regarding public education in Nebraska.   

Next up is Senator Tom Briese.  

Senator Briese was elected to the Nebraska State Legislature in 2016 
to represent District 41 in northeast Nebraska. Prior to being elected 
to the Legislature, Senator Briese served on the Boone Central Board 
of Education for two terms. Now, on to the questions ... 

Starting off, which is more fun school board or state legislature?
I’m reluctant to describe either serving on my local school board 
or serving in the state legislature as “fun”. However, I consider it 
an honor and privilege to have had the opportunity to serve on my 
local school board, and equally an honor and privilege to be able to 
serve in the Nebraska Legislature.  Both are enjoyable and fulfilling 
experiences, although fraught with difficulties and challenges.

How did your experience as a school board member help you this 
past year?

As a board member, I came to realize there really is nothing we 
do as a society that is more important than how we educate our 
children.  As a board member, you strive to make a difference for 
our children, and as a senator, you should be equally motivated to 
improve educational outcomes. 

What have you learned as a senator that you wish you would have 
known when you served as a school board member?

Serving on the Revenue Committee, much of our discussion 
on tax policy focuses on education funding.  The same is true 
of the discussion around several of the bills I’ve introduced.  
Although I don’t claim to be an expert on TEEOSA, I’ve gained an 
appreciation for the intricacies of education funding in Nebraska 
that I didn’t encounter when I was dealing with the issues of only 
one school district.

What do current school board members need to know about 
interacting with senators?

School board members are on the ground floor in our efforts to 
provide all Nebraska children with a high quality education that 
will prepare them for the jobs and careers of the 21st century. 
Because of this, board members have credibility on the issues 
faced at the local level. Senators want to hear from you. I’ve always 
felt the best way for folks in my district to reach out is through 
emails. With emails, you will reach both myself and my staff, and 
we can reach back out to you for more information, to follow up, 
or to ask you questions on a new policy idea.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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FROM SCHOOL BOARD TO THE STATE CAPITOL

7 Worrying about the budget pinch?  By next school year, be a member of NJUMP/CJUMP. Contact Jim Luebbe at jluebbe@NASBonline.org to learn more!

Nebraska Child Health & 
Education Alliance

Tuesday, December 3, 2019
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Nebraska Innovation Campus
2021 Transformation Drive, Lincoln, NE 68508, Banquet Hall, 2nd Floor

Registration open at 7:30am; continental breakfast provided.

Featuring keynote remarks by:
Audrey Soglin, Executive Director of the Illinois Education Association 

& 
David F. Soglin, M.D., Chief Medical Officer at La Rabida Children’s Hospital, Chicago, IL 

To Register:  www.nsea.org/nchea

Conference parking is available on the north side of the Innovation Commons (north of Transformation Drive). 
Additional details will be sent with registration confirmation. 

Cliff A.Robertson, M.D.  
CHI Health 

Edward M. Kolb, M. D. 
Boystown National 
Research Hospital

Rodrigo López
Children’s Hospital & 
Medical Center 

Bob Bartee 
University of Nebraska 
Medical Center 

Hadley Richters
Holland Children's 
Movement

John Spatz

Nebraska Association 
of School Boards 

Anne Constantino
CRCC

Jenni Benson 
Nebraska State Education 
Association 

Becky Gould 
Nebraska Appleseed 

Samuel J. Meisels 
Buffett Early Childhood 
Institute 

Jeanee Weiss
ThriveVentures

Thomas Warren, Sr. 
Urban League of NE 

Liz Lyons & Pat Connell 
Nebraska Child Health 
& Education Alliance 

Aubrey Mancuso 
Voices for Children in 
Nebraska 

Todd E. Hlavaty, MD
Nebraska Medical 
Association

James Linder, M.D. 
Nebraska Medicine 

Howard Liu, M.D. 
Behavioral Health 
Education Center of NE 

Steve Grandfield 
Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Nebraska 

Nebraska Child Health & Education Alliance

Join us for the 
10th Annual Nebraska Child Health & Education Summit: 

Healthy Minds = Promising Futures
Hosted by: 

Douglas J. Hauserman 
Nebraska School 
Counselor Association

Gene Klein
Project Harmony

Jamie Mapp, Ed.S.
Nebraska School 
Psychologists 
Association

How has your perspective of school finance changed as a result of your new role?
Nebraska relies far too heavily on property taxes to fund K-12 education. It seems obvious 
that we must alter that reliance on property taxes.  However, it has become painfully apparent 
that the road to K-12 funding reform is a difficult one. So even though most would agree on 
the need for education funding reform, change will occur only when rural and urban interests 
come together to do what’s best for all Nebraskans.

When you were a school board member, what priority issue(s) did you want the Legislature to address? 
Reduce our overreliance on property taxes to fund K-12 education.

What are your priorities as it relates to education? 
Reduce our overreliance on property taxes to fund K-12 education.

How can a current school board member support you in advancing areas of mutual importance?  
Reach out to me with your thoughts on some of these issues, and share your concerns with other senators. Encourage board members 
residing in other legislative districts to reach out to the senators who represent their districts.

Final thoughts?
There really is nothing we do that is more important than how we educate our children.  As we strive for agreement on property taxes, it is 
imperative that we accommodate the concerns of the education community.  Failure to listen to our friends in the education community 
will lead to failure on the issue of property tax reform.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6



Searching for a new Superintendent? Contact Shari Becker at 800-422-4572 or visit www.NASBsuptsearch.org8
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BOARD MEMBER ADVOCACY & ENGAGEMENT ...

57 
NASB took a position on 57 bills this session, and were closely following another 49.

12 OF 14 
NASB was represented in testimony in 12 of the 14 Committees.  (Appropriations, 

Banking, Business/Labor, Education, General Affairs, Government, HHS, Judiciary, 
Revenue, Retirement, Transportation, & Urban Affairs ... We did not testify in 

Agriculture & Natural Resources.)

SBM’S TESTIFIED ON THE FOLLOWING BILLS*
LB 147 – Edison Red Nest III (Alliance)

LB 149 – Lisa Albers (Grand Island)
LB 314 - Amie Kopcho (York), Dave Welsch (Milford), 
Dennis Schuster (Lewiston), & Kevin Raun (Minden)

LB 346 – Stephanie Summers (David City)
LB 506 – Sarah Centineo (Bellevue)

LB 614 – Lisa Wagner (Central City), Kari Loseke (Blair)
LB 634 – Brad Wilkins (Ainsworth), Cheri Wirthele (Sterling)
LB 670 – Marque Snow (Omaha) & Don Mayhew (Lincoln)

LB 727 – Stacie Higgins (Nebraska City)
LR 3 CA – Larry Grosshans (Norris)
LR 8 CA – Lanny Boswell (Lincoln)

LB 573 – Megan Boldt (NASB)
 LB 101 – John Spatz (NASB)

Colby Coash testified on 9 different bills 

1-ON-1’S WITH THE REVENUE COMMITTEE
Patti Gubbels (Norfolk) met with Speaker Scheer

Renee Vokt and district CFO, Pam Roth (Elkhorn) met with Senator Linehan
Dan Scheer (St. Paul) met with Senator Briese

Sarah Centineo (Bellevue) met with Senator Crawford
Christopher Waddle (Giltner) met with Senator Friesen

Ryne Seaman (Seward) met with Senator Kolterman
NASB’s John Spatz met with Senator Lindstrom

Stacy Jolley (Millard) met with Senator McCollister
Steve Koch (Hershey) met with Senator Groene

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

DID YOU KNOW? 
ENGAGEMENT STATISTICS FROM NEBRASKA SBM’S AND DISTRICTS 

DURING THE 2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION



9 To schedule a Gallup Board Retreat contact Shari Becker at 800-422-4572
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BOARD MEMBER ADVOCACY & ENGAGEMENT ...

CONFERENCE CALLS W/ SEN. BREWER
There were 3 calls this session, with participation from the following schools in his 
district: Ainsworth, Chadron, Cody-Kilgore, Gordon Rushville, Hyannis, Mullen, 

& Valentine. (We are working w/ Senators Friesen, Gragert, Ben Hansen, Murman, 
Slama, & Stinner for a similar set-up.)

LINCOLN LEGISLATIVE LUNCH ATTENDEES
Adams Central, Anselmo Merna, Ashland Greenwood, Auburn, Central City, 

Creighton, David City, Fairbury, Hershey, Lyons Decatur, Milford, Nebraska City, 
Norris, Omaha, Palmyra, Raymond Central, South Central Unified, Springfield 

Platteview, and Tri County

FALLS CITY LEGISLATIVE LUNCH ATTENDEES
Auburn, ESU 4, Falls City, HTRS, Johnson Brock, Lewiston, 

Nebraska City and Sterling

EMAILS, LETTERS, OP-ED’S, OTHER*
Shawn Scott (Adams Central - Supt)

Kim Burry (Bayard)
Brady Rhodes (Hastings)

Drew Blessing & Kent Edwards (Kearney) 
MABE - Metro Area Boards of Education 

Kendall Steffensen (Pierce - Supt) 
Linda Richards (Ralston)

Donald Beck (Scribner Snyder)
Josh Fields (Seward - Supt) 

Dan Keyser (Sutherland - Supt)
Steve Blocher (West Point) 

Dave Raabe (Wisner-Pilger)

38 OF 49 
Colby had 1-on-1 lunches with 38 of the 49 Senators this Session.

QUICK VIDEOS
NASB produced a number of videos updating members on recent news or events 
that had just taken place at the Capitol.  These were posted on social media. An 
example, taken just after all of this Session’s bills had been introduced is below. 

https://www.facebook.com/NASBonline/videos/287184262151430/

*We assume we may have missed some engagement from local school board members and their 
individual efforts.  If an individual was listed in one area, they very likely participated in some of the 

other categories but may not be listed again.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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THIS MONTH IN ...

... TECHNOLOGY
DID YOU KNOW?

Sparq Negotiations already accounts for the 
2020-21 EHA Health Insurance Rates?

Sparq Negotiations has the ability to 
estimate your vertical and horizontal salary 

schedule movements?

WELCOME NEW SUBSCRIBERS!

SPARQ MEETINGS:
Elkhorn Valley Schools

Ainsworth Community Schools
Stapleton Public Schools

Lyons-Decatur Northeast Schools
Crete Public Schools

City of Seward
Region 1 Behavioral Health Authority

SPARQ NEGOTIATIONS:
Cozad Community Schools

Litchfield Public Schools
Santee Community School
St. Edward Public Schools

Crete Public Schools

Paul Grieger 
(800) 528-5145

pgrieger@dadco.com

Cody Wickham 
(866) 809-5596

cwickham@dadco.com

Andy Forney 
(866) 809-5443

aforney@dadco.com

D.A. Davidson & Co. has long been a leader in 
innovative debt financing for school districts. What 
we’re most proud of are the relationships we’ve 
nourished and the strong community improvements 
that are made as a result.

Our public finance professionals take a personal 
interest and a hands-on approach, carrying our deals 
from start to finish. Because  you deserve solutions 
tailored to fit you.

•  Tax Anticipation / Construction Notes
•  Bond Underwriting Services   
•  Lease-Purchase Financing   
•  QCPUF Bonds

450 Regency Parkway, Suite 400  |  Omaha, NE 68114
dadavidson.com  |  D.A. Davidson & Co. member FINRA and SIPC

Building a better future 
with Nebraska’s Public 
Finance Partner

... MEMBER ENGAGEMENT
Great seeing so many familiar faces in Omaha 

last week!  Mark your calendars for 2020 
events!

PRESIDENT’S RETREAT
January 26-27 in Nebraska City

February 16-17 in Sidney 
February 16-17 in Kearney

BUDGET & FINANCE
January 29 in Norfolk
February 5 in Kearney

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES CONFERENCE
February 9-10 in Lincoln

- Sharon -

... POLICY
It is important for districts to 

periodically review their policies 
relating to meal charges since the 
Federal Lunch Program provides 
extensive guidelines in this area.  

The district must have rules 
covering how the district will 

handle situations where children 
eligible for reduced price meals do 
not have money in their accounts 
to cover the cost of their meal at 

the time of service.  The person in 
charge of meal lines should also 

be aware that a qualifying student 
with money to purchase a reduced 
price meal must be provided the 

meal; the district may not use 
that money for previously unpaid 
charges if the student intended to 

buy a meal that day.

Contact Jim to learn more!

... ALICAP & INSURANCE
Thank you to those ALICAP members who 
attended the Annual Membership Meeting 
in Omaha last week.  We look forward to 

that meeting/celebration every year!

December’s monthly Safety Topic is Winter 
Driving. Remind all staff to allow more 

time, and stay safe!  
  

Happy Thanksgiving, Megan!

... ADVOCACY & GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS

The 2020 Legislative Session begins 
Wed, January 8th ... Look for the updated 

NASB Advocacy Handbook with all items 
approved by YOU at the Delegate Assembly 

posted online in the upcoming weeks!

-  Call Colby with any questions!  -



Board Notes is published on a monthly basis as a member service.  Advertising is available in every issue.  To advertise or become an Affiliate, please 
contact Matt Belka for further information.  Articles or advertising contained herein do not necessarily represent the views or policies of NASB.

Nebraska Association of School Boards  |  1311 Stockwell Street - Lincoln, NE 68502  |  Matt Belka, Editor  |  John Spatz, Publisher

11 www.NASBonline.org  |  www.twitter.com/NASBonline  |  www.facebook.com/NASBonline  |  #liveNASB

THIS MONTH IN ...
LEADERSHIP                    INNOVATION                    VISION                    ENGAGEMENT                    #liveNASB

... SEARCH, STRENGTHS & AWARDS
EDUCATION LEADERSHIP SEARCH SERVICE

Currently accepting applications for superintendent positions at Bertrand, 
Crawford, Elba, Nebraska City and Rock County!

View Superintendent openings through NASB or apply at 
www.nasbsuptsearch.org

Contact Shari at sbecker@nasbonline.org with questions on any of the 
openings or for a proposal to facilitate a search for your next Superintendent/

ESU Administrator

GALLUP STRENGTHSFINDER
If you have Significance, imagine the legacy you want to leave. Picture yourself 

at retirement, looking back on a life that has made the world a better place. 
What will you have done to get there?

If you have Woo, join local organizations, volunteer for boards, and find ways 
to get on the social lists of the influential people in your community.

- Shari -

... BOARD LEADERSHIP
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION INFORMATION  

AND KEY DATES FOR 2020

Dec 2, 2019 - First day an individual may file to be 
placed on the ballot as a candidate for 2020.

Jan 6 - Last day for political subdivisions [the 
school board] to notify the Secretary of State, 
County Clerks or Election Commissioners of 

offices to be filled, terms, vacancies, votes to cast, 
and filing deadlines for each office.

Feb 18 - Last day for incumbents to file.

March 2 - Last day for non-incumbents to file.

May 12 - Statewide Primary Election

June 15 - ESUs holding elections in conjunction 
with the statewide general election must notify 

the Secretary of State, County Clerks or Election 
Commissioners of offices to be filled, terms, 

vacancies, votes to cast, and filing deadlines for 
each office.

July 2020 - NASB Candidate Seminars – Board 
Leadership staff will present at six identified sites 
throughout the state. This free seminar provides 
an overview of the roles and responsibilities of 

board members. Watch for more information at  
www.NASBonline.org

July 15 - Last day for incumbents not on the 
Primary Ballot to file. ESUs; Class II Schools.  

Aug 3 - Last day for non-incumbents to file for 
office. ESUs; Class II Schools.

Nov 3 - Statewide General Election

Election information varies by school district 
Class, to see your class specific information, 

please visit 
members.nasbonline.org/index.php/board-member-candidate

For additional election information see the 
Secretary of State election division website at  

www.sos.ne.gov/elec/

Marcia, Kori, Melissa & Karla

... WHOLE CHILD
The New York Times reported that in 370 English schools, students will start 

to practice mindfulness as part of a study to improve youth mental health. 
The participating schools are working with mental health experts to teach 
the teachers and students relaxation techniques, breathing exercises and 
other methods to regulate emotions. The goal of the program is to study 

which approaches work best for young people in a world of rapid change. 
The study will run until 2021, is one of the largest of its kind in the world.

Contact Kori for all things WCP

... ENERGY PURCHASING
Although extreme cold weather has pushed up usage of natural gas in recent 

weeks, the strong supply of available gas continues to help with preventing the 
kind of price spikes seen last November when the winter started out very cold.  
Our natural gas purchasing programs made significant gas purchases this past 

summer when this year’s large supplies were building up and the low prices 
obtained at that time should greatly help districts keep their utility bills at a 

manageable level through this winter.

Contact Jim to learn more!



TRAINING, NETWORKING, ENGAGEMENT & EVENTS
Join NASB, as we travel the state for various workshops, meetings and events throughout the year.  

To learn more, and register, visit the Events tab of www.NASBonline.org 
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Does your district have ALICAP? For more information, or to join please contact: Megan Boldt at mboldt@NASBonline.org12

Board Presidents: Check your inbox each month for the monthly ‘NASB Update’ to include in your meeting agenda. 
Please contact mbelka@NASBonline.org with any questions, or if you are not receiving them.

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/events
To register for an NASB event, click on the 'My Membership' link, then navigate to the 'Events' dropdown and select 'Register'.  
If you do not have an email and password to log in or have forgotten it, please contact NASB at 800-422-4572 for assistance.

106th Legislature, 2nd Session Begins Wednesday, January 8, 2020

Legislative Issues Conference  |  February 9-10, 2020  |  Lincoln

Budget & Finance Workshop  |  January 29, 2020  |  Norfolk

-  2020  -

President’s Retreat  |  January 26 - 27, 2020  |  Nebraska City
President’s Retreat  |  February 16-17, 2020  |  Sidney & Kearney

Budget & Finance Workshop  |  February 5, 2020  |  Kearney

10th Annual Nebraska Child Health & Education Summit  |  December 3  |  Lincoln
Healthy Minds = Promising Futures

Register at www.nsea.org/nchea

Board Presidents, and those who aspire to be President 
are invited to attend the annual NASB President’s Retreat

ELEVATING YOUR LEADERSHIP

January 26-27, 2020  |  Nebraska City 
Lied Lodge (2700 Sylvan Rd)

Register by January 20

February 16-17, 2020  |  Kearney
Best Western Mid Nebraska Inn & Suites (224 2nd Ave)

Register by February 10

February 16-17, 2020  |  Sidney
Best Western Plus - Sidney Lodge (645 Cabela Dr)

Register by February 10

Registrations will be limited to the first 24 attendees per 
location.  Register today by visiting www.NASBonline.org 

and logging in with your email and password.

Sunday  |  4:30 PM - Training, Social & Dinner 
Monday  |  7:30 AM to 3:00 PM - President Training

Cost: $150 
15 Awards of Achievement Points

$20 cancellation fee by the registration deadline.
No refunds after the deadline.

Superintendents and ESU Administrators are welcome to attend.

“We cannot become what we need by remaining what we are.”  
- John C. Maxwell

BUDGET & FINANCE WORKSHOPS 
 

JANUARY 29  |  NORFOLK
LIFELONG LEARNING CENTER

 
FEBRUARY 5  |  KEARNEY

HOLIDAY INN 



YOUR NASB BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

Region 1
Neal Kanel

HTRS

Region 2
Sarah Centineo 

Bellevue

Region 18
TBD

Region 10
Paul Brune
Heartland

Region 19
Stacy Jolley

Millard

Region 12
Lisa Wagner 
Central City

Region 16
Patti Gubbels

Norfolk

YOUR REGION DIRECTORS

Region 14
Sandy Noffsinger

Dundy County Stratton

Region 9
Alan Moore 

ESU 3

Region 11
Jim Vlach

Lyons-Decatur Northeast

Region 13
Marilyn Bohn

Ravenna

Region 15
Barb Svoboda

Mullen

Region 17
Richard Dohma

Ponca

YOUR NASB LEADERSHIP TEAM

Region 8
Jay Irwin 
Ralston

Regions 4 & 5
Kathy Danek

Lincoln

Regions 4 & 5
Bob Rauner

Lincoln

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Ricky Smith

Omaha

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Shavonna Holman

Omaha

Brad Wilkins
President-Elect

Ainsworth

Karla Kruse
Board Leadership/ALICAP 

Admin. Assistant

Regions 3, 6 & 7
Nancy Kratky

Omaha

13 View the full directory of the Board and staff at www.NASBonline.org

Kim Burry
Vice President

Bayard

Steve Blocher
Past President

West Point

Stacie Higgins
President

Nebraska City

YOUR NASB STAFF

Lisa Steinkuhler
Executive Admin. Assistant

Sallie Svatora
Director of Operations

Rachel Horstman
Business Manager

Jim Luebbe 
Director of Policy Services

Shari Becker
Director of Education 

Leadership Search Service

Sharon Endorf 
Director of 

Member Engagement

Vicki Walter-Winters 
Legal Admin. Assistant

Matt Belka
Director of Marketing, 

Communications & Advocacy
Megan Boldt

Director of ALICAP Insurance

Melissa Lusk
Board Leadership 

Development Associate

Makenzie Brookhouser
Events Manager & 

Accounting Associate

Kori Stanosheck
Board Leadership 

Engagement Associate

Colby Coash
Associate Executive Director/ 
Dir. of Government Relations

John Spatz
Executive Director

Craig Caples
Director of Technology

Marcia Herring
Director of Board Leadership
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To advertise in Board Notes or become an NASB Affiliate contact Matt Belka at mbelka@NASBonline.org or 800-422-457214

ACCOUNTING

Watts and Hershberger, P.C. 
Jim Watts - 402-483-7512

jw1cpa@aol.com  |  www.gowh.com
(CPA, Accounting)

ARCHITECTS

BCDM Architects
Patrick Carson - 402-391-2211

pcarson@bcdm.net - www.bcdm.net 
(Architectural Services) 

BVH Architecture 
Cleve Reeves - 402-475-4551 

creeves@bvh.com - www.bvh.com
(Architecture)

*Silver Level Affiliate

CMBA Architects 
Brad Kissler - 308-384-4444

kissler.b@cmbaarchitects.com 
Jim Brisnehan - 308-384-4444

brisnehan.j@cmbaarchitects.com  
Troy Keilig - 308-384-4444 

keilig.t@cmbaarchitects.com 
www.cmbaarchitects.com

(Architecture, Master Planning, 
Interiors, Bond Promotion/
Community Engagement)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Carlson West Povondra Architects
Jamie Eckmann - 402-551-1500 
jeckmann@cwparchitects.com 

www.cwparchitects.com 
(Architecture, planning,  

feasibility studies)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

DLR Group 
Vanessa Schutte - 402-393-4100 

vschutte@dlrgroup.com 
www.dlrgroup.com

(Architecture, engineering,  
Ed. facility planning)

The Schemmer Associates Inc. 
Terry Wood, AIA - 402-493-4800

twood@schemmer.com 
Molly Macklin - 402-493-4800

mmacklin@schemmer.com
www.schemmer.com

(Architecture, engineering, 
educational facility planning)

AWARDS & PLAQUES

Awards Unlimited 
Larry King - 402-474-0815

larryking@awardsunlimited.com
www.awardsunlimited.com

(Trophies, awards, plaques, etc.)

BUILDING CONTROLS/
SERVICES

Control Management Inc.
Nathan Haug - 402-571-9454

nathan@cmiomaha.com  
www.cmiomaha.com 

(Building Automation, Security and 
Energy Optimization for New and 

Existing Systems)

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES

BD Construction
Marsha Wilkerson - 308-234-1836
mwilkerson@bdconstruction.com 

www.BDconstruction.com 
(Site Selection, Facility Planning, 

Engineering, Permitting,  
Build to Suit)

*GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE 

Boyd Jones Construction 
Emily Bannick - 402-550-1808

ebannick@boydjones.biz
www.boydjones.biz

(Construction Management, 
Pre-Bond, Pre-Construction, 

Facility Evaluation, Early Stage 
Planning)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Cheever Construction 
Douglas Klute - 402-477-6745

dklute@cheeverconstruction.com
www.cheeverconstruction.com

(Construction Services)

Heartland Pella Windows & Doors
Dennis Feeken  - 800-334-2271

dennisfeeken@heartlandpella.com 
www.heartlandpella.com 

(Commercial Window & Door 
Solutions)

ENERGY SERVICES

Ameresco, Inc.
David Goebel - 308-392-3283 

402-370-8822
dgoebel@ameresco.com 

www.ameresco.com
(Capital Improvements, Energy 
Efficiency & Renewable Energy 

Solutions for Buildings)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

ENERGY SERVICES 

CTS Group
Randy Harrick - 402-680-6390

rherrick@ctsgroup.com
www.ctsgroup.com

(Provides safe, secure learning and 
working environments)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Johnson Controls
Jason Peck - 308-708-9479

jason.peck@jci.com - www.jci.com
(HVAC, Building Automation, 

Service Agreements, Security and 
Fire, among others) 

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

TRANE 
Dave Raymond

402-596-8000 - 402-452-7762
dave.raymond@trane.com

www.trane.com/omaha
(Building Construction & 

Energy Services)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

EQUIPMENT AND 
FURNITURE

Sheppard’s Business Interiors
Ken Sigmon - 402-393-8888

ksigmon@sbi-omaha.com
www.sbi-omaha.com

(Furniture, Space Planning, 
Asset Management)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Ameritas Investment Corp. 
800-335-9858

(Bonds, Refunding Bonds, 
QCPUF Bonds, TANs, 
NASB Lease-Purchase)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

D.A. Davidson & Co.  
Paul Grieger - 402-392-7986

pgrieger@dadco.com
Cody Wickham - 402-392-7989

cwickham@dadco.com
Andy Forney - 402-392-7988

aforney@dadco.com
www.dadavidson.com

(Bonds/Election Services, Lease 
Purchase)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

FINANCIAL SERVICES

First National Capital Markets
Tobin Buchanan - 308-352-8328

tbuchanan@fnni.com
Carl Dietz - 308-289-3920 

carldietz@fnni.com
Matt Fisher - 308-380-3831 

mfisher@fnni.com
www.fncapitalmarkets.com

(Public Finance, Election Guidance)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

First Nebraska Credit Union
Elly Heckel - 402-492-9100

marketing@firstnebraska.org 
www.firstnebraska.org
(Taking care of your 

financial needs!)

Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund - NLAF 
Barry Ballou - 402-705-0350

balloub@pfm.com
www.NLAFpool.org 
(Liquid Asset Fund, 
financing programs)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Nebraska Public Agency 
Investment Trust 

Becky Ferguson - 402-323-1334 
becky.ferguson@ubt.com

www.npait.com
(Cash management tool for 

short-term and long-term funds)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Union Bank & Trust  
Health Benefit Solutions

Jennifer Ainsworth - 402-323-1815
jennifer.ainsworth@ubt.com

www.ubt.com/health
(Financial Services, Banking) 

* Silver Level Affiliate

Wells Fargo Bank 
Andrew J. Detlefsen - 402-434-6701 
andrew.j.detlefsen@wellsfargo.com 

www.wellsfargo.com
(Financial Services, Banking)



FOOD SERVICE

Lunchtime Solutions
Deni Winter

605-235-0939 Ext 106
deni@lunchtimesolutions.com  
www.lunchtimesolutions.com

(Progressive Food 
Service Management)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Opaa! Food Management of Nebraska
Greg Frost - 636-812-0777

www.opaafood.com
(Contract Food Service 

Management)

Taher, Inc. - Food Service Management 
Tom Johnson - 952-945-0505 

t.johnson@taher.com  
www.taher.com  

(Providing a fresh take on Food 
Service Management) 

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

INSURANCE SERVICES

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska 
Cortney Ray - 402-458-4823

cortney.ray@nebraskablue.com
www.nebraskablue.com

(Group health insurance)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

National Insurance Services 
Steve Ott - 800-627-3660

sott@nisbenefits.com
www.nisbenefits.com 

(Group LTD, Life, Vision, 
Special Pay Plans, HRA’s)

Public Risk Management 
Sheri Shonka

402-884-3751 - 877-649-4612
sheri.shonka@prmne.com

www.alicap.org
(ALICAP, Insurance services)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

LEGAL SERVICES

Mueller Robak, LLC
William Mueller - 402-434-3399

mueller@muellerrobak.com - 
(Lobby firm)

NASB AFFILIATES
LEADERSHIP                    INNOVATION                    VISION                    ENGAGEMENT                    #liveNASB

Follow NASB on social media at www.twitter.com/NASBonline and www.facebook.com/NASBonline15

MECHANICAL 
CONSTRUCTION

Rasmussen Mechanical Services
Jennifer Coggins - 712-323-0514 
jennifer.coggins@rasmech.com 

www.rasmech.com
(Your Single Source Service 

Provider)

MENTORING

TeamMates Mentoring
Hannah Miller - 319-610-8538 

hannah@teammates.org
www.teammates.org 

(Together we transform lives)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

PLAYGROUND/
SCOREBOARDS/

SURFACING

Creative Sites, LLC 
Julie Kutilek

402-614-4606 - 800-266-1250 
julie@creativesitesllc.com 

(Playground equipment and 
site furnishings) 

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

Crouch Recreation
Eric Crouch - 402-496-2669

eric@crouchrec.com
www.crouchrec.com

(Playgrounds, Shelters, Scoreboards, 
Safety Surfacing & Site Amenities 

Manufacturers Rep)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

SAFETY & SECURITY 
SERVICES

One Source  
The Background Check Company

Neal Josten 
800-608-3645 ext. 5600

njosten@onesourcebackground.com
www.onesourcebackground.com

(Employment, Volunteer, 
Contractor Screening)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

VideoTronix Inc. 
David Harvey - 402-210-2839 
david.harvey@vtisecurity.com 

www.vtisecurity.com 
(IP Video Surveillance, Networks, 

Access Control, Storage)

STUDENT INFORMATION 
SERVICES

JMC Computer Services
Paul Freid - 651-345-4654 

Paul@jmcinc.com 
www.jmcinc.com

(Easy ADVISOR reporting and 
student information management)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

TECHNOLOGY 
CONSULTING

PRISM advisors
Jason Richards - 402-593-8911
jprichards@prism-advisors.com

www.prism-advisors.com 
(PEOPLE, PROCESS & SYSTEMS.  
IT strategic planning and project 

management through RFP to 
implementation)

* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

TECHNOLOGY/
SOFTWARE

Sparq Data Solutions
Craig Caples - 402-423-4951

ccaples@sparqdata.com 
www.sparqdata.com

(Paperless Board Meetings, 
Staff Negotiations, Public 
Document Management, 

Document Imaging & Scanning)
* GOLD LEVEL AFFILIATE

THERAPY SERVICES

Central Nebraska 
Rehabilitation Services 

Mary Walsh-Sterup
308-675-1853 ext. 3222

mary@cnrehab.com
www.cnrehab.com

(Providing PT, OT and Speech 
therapy in the school system)

TRANSPORTATION

Body Worx Inc. 
Josh Goodbrake - 308-293-3109 

josh.bodyworx@gmail.com 
www.bodyworxrepair.com 

(Commercial Vehicle Collision 
Center Specializing in School 
Busses and Motor Coaches) 

*Silver Level Affiliate
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IN THIS EDITION
WE TOOK IT TO THE STREETS ...

THE STATE EDUCATION CONFERENCE: IN PICTURES
THE ANNUAL PASSING OF THE GAVEL: WHAT’S NEXT?
ALICAP RECOGNIZES ITS ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS

FROM SCHOOL BOARD TO THE STATE CAPITOL
HEALTHY MINDS = PROMISING FUTURES SUMMIT
BOARD MEMBER ADVOCACY & ENGAGEMENT ...

TRAINING, NETWORKING, ENGAGEMENT & EVENTS
... AND MUCH MORE!

NOVEMBER 2019     |     #liveNASB     |     www.NASBonline.org

AS WELL AS “THIS MONTH IN ...”
... ADVOCACY & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

... ALICAP & INSURANCE
... BOARD LEADERSHIP 

... ENERGY PURCHASING 
... MEMBER ENGAGEMENT

... NEBRASKA WHOLE CHILD PROJECT
... POLICY

... SEARCH, STRENGTHS & AWARDS
... TECHNOLOGY


